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Software: Copyright (©) 1978-2014 Gary J. Ferland and others. All rights reserved.

The software described in this documentation (CLOUDY) is subject to a FreeBSD-style software license
contained in the file 1icense. txt in the root directory of the distributed files. The list of co-authors is
given in the file others. txt in the same directory. Use of this program is not restricted provided each
use is acknowledged upon publication. The bibliographic reference to this version of CLOUDY is “version
xx.xx of the code last described Ferland et al. (2013).” The version number, shown here as “xx.xx”, should
be given. This version number, along with a complete citation, can be found by executing the code with the
print citation command included in the input script.

CLOUDY is an evolving code. You should confirm that you have the most recent version of the code by
checking the web site www.nublado.org. The code has a discussion board with emailing list. This will have
announcements of any updates to the code.

Portions of the documentation have been published, and are copyrighted by, the American Astronomical
Society, the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, and the Royal Astronomical Society. The remainder of the
documentation is subject to the following FreeBSD format documentation license:

Documentation: Copyright (©) 1978-2013 Gary J. Ferland and others. All rights reserved.

Redistribution and use of the documentation (all parts of HAZY and the Quick Start Guide) in source
(I£TEX) and ‘compiled’ forms (PDF, PostScript, HTML and so forth) with or without modification, are
permitted provided that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code (I£IEX) must retain the above copyright notice, this list of conditions
and the following disclaimer as the first lines of the file 1icense_doc.txt in the root directory
unmodified.

2. Redistributions in compiled form (converted to PDF, PostScript, XML, HTML and other formats)
must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the
documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

This documentation is provided by the CLOUDY project “as is” and any express or implied warranties,
including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose
are disclaimed. In no event shall the CLOUDY project be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special,
exemplary, or consequential damages (including, but not limited to, procurement of substitute goods or
services; loss of use, data, or profits; or business interruption) however caused and on any theory of
liability, whether in contract, strict liability, or tort (including negligence or otherwise) arising in any way
out of the use of this documentation, even if advised of the possibility of such damage.

Cover image: Two models of the molecular cores in Crab Nebula filaments are shown. The upper panel is a
scenario where shocks or other energy sources maintain the temperature of the filament while the lower
panel shows the case where the synchrotron continuum energizes the filaments. Hy and CO emission lines
are labeled in the lower panel. The red circles in the upper panel compares the predicted shape of the dust
thermal emission peak at 70 microns with the shape found from the Herschel observations by Gomez et al.
The entire spectrum, including Hy, CO, and dust emission, is computed self consistently by specifying only
the composition, density, and column density of the gas, and the SED and flux of ionizing photons and
particles. Figure prepared by Jack Baldwin and is from Richardson et al. (2012).
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

CLOUDY is a microphysics code. It is designed to simulate physical conditions within clouds ranging from
the intergalactic medium to the high-density LTE and STE limits. The range of temperatures extends from
the CMB temperature up to 1.001 x 10!° K and the physical state ranges between fully molecular to bare
nuclei. It predicts the thermal, ionization, and chemical structure of a cloud which lies with these limits, and
predicts its observed spectrum.

This document describes the input, output, and assumptions for the code. It fully defines the commands
used to drive the program. Part 2 gives details about the program structure, its output, the computational
environment, and how to call CLOUDY as a sub-program of other programs. The methods, approximations,
and assumptions used by CLOUDY are outlined in Part 3 of this document, although this part, like CLOUDY
itself, is still under construction. The Quick Start Guide summarizes these three volumes and gives a
general overview of the simulations.

Many environments are encountered in which dilute gas is heated and ionized by the radiation field
striking the gas. Under these circumstances it is possible to predict the physical conditions (that is, the
distribution of ionization, density, and temperature) across the cloud, and its resulting spectrum, in a unique
and self-consistent manner. This is done by simultaneously solving the equations of statistical and thermal
equilibrium, equations that balance ionization-neutralization processes, and heating-cooling processes,
respectively. The graduate text Osterbrock and Ferland (2006, hereafter AGN3) describe the physics
governing such environments and Ferland (2003) provides additional details on current research topics.

The instructions for downloading and setting up the code are on the web site www.nublado.org. We
maintain a discussion board at tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/cloudy _simulations where questions can be
posted.

1.2 'What must be specified

One powerful asset of photoionization analysis is the large number of observables resulting from only a few
input parameters. Intensities of a very large number of spectral lines! are predicted by CLOUDY. These

result from the specification of only a) the shape and intensity of the external radiation field striking a cloud,
b) the chemical composition and grain content of the gas, and c) the geometry of the gas, including its radial

! There is no limit to the number of spectral lines that the code can compute because there is no limit to the number
of levels of atoms of the H-like (H®, Het, etc) and He-like (He?, Lit, etc) isoelectronic sequences. Processor speed
and memory limit the simulation to a few million lines in most applications with today’s computers, however.


http://www.nublado.org
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/cloudy_simulations
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extent and the dependence of density on radius. The following subsections describe the general philosophy
of the specification of each.

1.2.1 Incident radiation field

Both the shape and intensity of the external radiation field striking the cloud must be specified. Often this is
the region’s only source of heat and ionization. Different commands are usually used to specify the external
radiation field shape and intensity, although a few commands specify both.

Shape of the external radiation field The shape of the spectral energy distribution (SED) should be fully
specified between an energy of 1.001 x 1078 Ryd (A ~ 10 m — this is roughly the plasma frequency
of the Earth’s ionosphere) and an energy of 7.354 x 10% Ryd(hv ~100 MeV) if possible.> A
physically-motivated radiation field spanning the full energy range should be specified if possible.
This can be specified as a fundamental form (such as blackbody emission, optically thin
bremsstrahlung emission, or a power law with optional exponential cutoff), interpolated from tables
of points, or as the radiation field transmitted through a cloud and predicted by previous calculations.
Additionally, a set of built-in radiation fields (for instance, emission from many model atmospheres,
the observed Crab Nebula spectral energy distribution (SED), or several typical AGN SEDs) can be
specified as look-up tables.

Intensity or luminosity of the external radiation field The intensity of the external radiation field
striking the cloud must be specified. This can be given either as the flux striking a unit surface area
of cloud or as luminosity radiated by the central object into 47 sr. The code must be able to derive
the flux of photons (cm~2 s~!) striking the illuminated face of the cloud. There are many commands
that set these. Two cases, the intensity and luminosity cases, can be used to set the strength of the
radiation field. These are described in the next Chapter.

Combining several radiation fields Up to 100 different radiation fields can be included as part of the total
field striking the cloud. There must be exactly the same number of shape and luminosity
specifications. The code will stop if there are not.

1.2.2 Chemical Composition

The program considers the lightest 30 elements in detail. Grains are not part of the default composition but
can be included. All stages of ionization are treated, and all published charge exchange, radiative
recombination, and dielectronic recombination processes are included as recombination mechanisms.
Photoionization from valence and inner shells and many excited states, as well as collisional ionization by
both thermal and supra-thermal electrons, and charge transfer, are included as ionization mechanisms. The
chemistry includes many molecules and will go to the fully molecular limit (H in H, and C or O in CO).
Although the default composition is solar several other standard mixtures can easily be specified and an
arbitrary composition can be entered.

1.2.3 Geometry

The geometry is always 1D spherical but can be made effectively plane parallel by making the inner radius
much larger than the thickness of the cloud. The default is for the gas to have constant density and to fully

2 In much of the following discussion photon energies will be given in Rydbergs. The ionization potential of
hydrogen is nearly 1 Rydberg. See the discussion in Part 2 of this document for an exact definition and how to convert
the Rydberg to other units.
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fill its volume Other pressure laws and strongly clumped clouds can be computed as well.

CLOUDY normally assumes an open geometry, or one in which the gas has a very small covering factor
(these terms are defined in the following chapter and in section 5.9 of AGN3). This can be changed with the
sphere command which sets the covering factor to a large enough value for light escaping the cloud in the
direction towards the central object to always interact gas on the other side. This is a closed geometry. Line
photons which cross the central hole interact with line-absorbing gas on the far side if sphere static is set
but do not interact (because of a Doppler shift due to expansion) if sphere expanding is set. This case is
the default when sphere is specified.

1.2.4 Velocity Structure

CLOUDY normally assumes that only thermal motions broaden spectral lines and that there is no internal
velocity structure. These assumptions can be changed. A component of microturbulence can be added with
the turbulence command. A flow can be computed with the wind command.

1.3 The input deck

CLOUDY is driven by a set of command lines. These normally reside in a small input file which the code
reads when it starts. The commands are four-letter keywords (either upper or lower case) followed by
free-format numbers that may be mixed with letters. The input is dependent on case for items within
quotation marks ", such as file names (although the case of filenames may then be ignored on some
operating systems). Where the names of molecular species are specified, these will often need to be in
quotation marks, so that, for example, carbon monoxide (CO) and cobalt (Co) can be distinguished.

When CLOUDY is executed as a stand-alone program standard input (stdin) is read for input and
standard output (stdout) is used for output. It may also be run using commands stored in an text input
file. As an example, create a small file (say, called simple.in) containing the following lines:

title example input

hden 5 // log of hydrogen density, cm™-3

blackbody 5e4 K // spectral shape is a 50000K blackbody
// intensity of blackbody is set with

// ionization parameter so starting radius is not needed
ionization parameter -2

Suppose that the code has been compiled to create the executable c1oudy . exe. Then, the model
described by the parameters in this input file could be computed by typing the following at the command
prompt:

cloudy.exe —-r simple
Note that on many Linux systems the command will have to be written as
./cloudy.exe —-r simple

for system security. The file simple . in will be read for input and the output will be in the file
simple.out.

The www.nublado.org web site has many more details about running this version of CLOUDY in the page
RunCode.

It is also possible for a larger program to drive CLOUDY directly by treating it as a subroutine. See
RunCode for more details.


http://www.nublado.org
http://trac.nublado.org/wiki/RunCode
http://trac.nublado.org/wiki/RunCode
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1.4 What is computed and reported

The code creates an output file as the model is computed. The program begins by echoing the input
commands, except for comment lines beginning with a #, %, //, or c_ (a space after the leading c).
Comments are ignored. The input stream ends with either a blank line or the end-of-file. Some properties of
the incident radiation field, such as luminosity and number of photons in certain frequency ranges, are then
printed.

CLoUDY works by dividing a cloud into a set of thin concentric shells referred to as zones. The zones are
chosen to have thicknesses that are small enough for the physical conditions across them to be nearly
constant. Adaptive logic continuously adjusts the physical thicknesses of these shells to ensure this.
Typically ~100 to 200 zones are computed in an optically thick model of an H II region. The physical
conditions in the first and last zones are always printed and intermediate zones may be printed if needed
(this is governed by the print every command). The output for each zone begins with a line giving the zone
number, its electron temperature, the distance from the center of the spherical nebula to the center of the
zone, and some other properties of the solution. The next line gives the relative contributions of various
emission lines to the radiation pressure if this amounts to more than 5% of the gas pressure. The remaining
lines of output give the relative populations of ionization stages of the other elements. Many details about
the conditions within the zone are intermixed with these relative populations.

After the zone calculations are complete and the model is finished the code will explain why the
calculation stopped. It is very important to confirm that the calculation stopped for the intended reason.
Some warnings, cautions, or notes about the calculation may also be printed. The code is designed to be
autonomous and self aware. This self checking will ensure that its range of validity is not exceeded. It will
complain if it goes outside its range of validity, if it feels that some parameter has been incorrectly set, or if
something surprising has happened during the calculation. This is an essential core feature of the code since
it is now often used to generate grids of thousands of models, making it impossible to validate individual
models by hand.

The final print out begins with a recapitulation of the entered commands followed by the predicted
emission-line spectrum. The first two columns of the emission-line spectrum give an identifying label and
wavelength for each spectral line. The third column is the log of the luminosity [erg s~'] or intensity [erg
cm~2 s~!] of the emission line, and the last column gives its intensity relative to the reference line. The
reference line is HB by default and other emission lines can be chosen with the normalize command. The
third column will be either the luminosity or intensity. The luminosity (energy radiated by a shell of gas
covering Q sr of the central object) is predicted if the incident radiation field is specified as a luminosity.
The line intensity 47/ (the energy emitted per square centimeter of the gas slab) is predicted if the incident
radiation field is specified as an intensity. If the geometry is spherical but the incident radiation field is
specified as an intensity then the line intensities will be expressed per unit area at the inner radius. Only the
strongest emission lines are printed; the relative intensity of the weakest line to print is adjusted with the
print faint command.

The last pages of the output gives some averages of the ionization fractions over the slab, the optical
depths in various lines and continua, and other properties of the nebula.

There is a vast amount of information that is computed but not given in the standard output file. Special
output files are created with the save commands described below.
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DEFINITIONS

2.1 Overview

This section defines many of the quantities used by CLOUDY. I try to follow standard notation, such as that
used by Mihalas (1978) or AGN3. Other parts of this document goes into many of these quantities in
greater detail.

This document has the following typographic conventions; £ilename, variable, command, jargon, @
experimental commands, variable name, and routine name.

2.2 Radiation fields

Figure 2.1 shows several of the radiation fields computed in the calculation.

2.2.1 Incident radiation field

The incident radiation field is the external radiation field emitted by the central object that strikes the
illuminated face of the cloud. It is specified in the commands that set up the calculation. Often the incident
field is the only energy source for the cloud. As the incident radiation field is transmitted through the cloud
it is diminished by extinction.

2.2.2 Diffuse radiation field

The diffuse radiation field (often referred to as the diffuse fields) is the radiation field emitted by gas and
grains within the nebula. Examples include the Lyman, Balmer, or two-photon continua emitted by
hydrogen. These fields are very nearly isotropic and can be significant sources of ionizing radiation under
some circumstances.

The main difference between the calculation of a stellar atmosphere and a photoionized cloud is in the
treatment of the diffuse fields. The gas albedo, which gives the relative probability of a photon being
scattered versus being absorbed, is generally small in a nebula. As a result, the diffuse fields must be far
weaker than the attenuated incident continuum since the second is usually the cloud’s only real energy
source. The total radiation field is usually dominated by the attenuated incident radiation field. By contrast
in a stellar atmosphere the nearly isotropic diffuse field usually dominates the local intensity. As a result the
diffuse fields can be treated by lower order approximations in a photoionized cloud than in a stellar
atmosphere.
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Figure 2.1: Several of the radiation fields that enter in the calculations.

2.2.3 Transmitted radiation field

The transmitted radiation field is the net emission emergent from the shielded face of the cloud. It includes
both the attenuated incident and the diffuse radiation fields.

2.2.4 Reflected radiation field

The reflected radiation field is the emission from the illuminated face of the cloud back into the direction
towards (i.e., within 27 sr of) the source of the external field. The reflected field is the result of both
backscattered incident radiation and diffuse emission emitted from the cloud towards the source of ionizing
radiation. This component is only computed for an open geometry (defined below).

Figure 2.2 shows a plot of the incident and reflected radiation fields for the Compton reflector in an AGN.
This is a large column-density cloud, N(H) = 10?*7> cm~2, illuminated by a f, o< v~! power law. The
incident radiation field is shown as a dashed line and the reflected radiation field, obtained from the save
continuum command), is the solid line. The Compton reflector’s peak at X-ray energies is clearly shown.

2.3 Geometry

In the simplest case the geometry is spherical, or plane parallel if the inner radius is much larger than the
thickness of the cloud. The summary at the end of the calculation will say whether the geometry was plane
parallel (the ratio of the thickness to the inner radius, Ar/r, < 0.1), a thick shell (Ar/r, < 3), or spherical
(Ar/r, > 3).

Complex geometries are done by using Cloudy to compute volume elements within a much larger cloud.
An example is the Cloudy_3D code, available from sites.google.com/site/cloudy3d and described in
Morisset (2006) and Morisset and Stasinska (2008). Cloudy_3D was used to compute the images shown on
the cover and in Figure 2.3. The RAINY3D code is another example (Moraes and Diaz, 2009).


http://sites.google.com/site/cloudy3d/
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Figure 2.2: This incident (dashed) and reflected (solid) radiation fields, as computed by
agn_blr_albedo.in in the test suite.



CHAPTER 2. DEFINITIONS

Cloudy 3D

I(A) / I(HB)
Through the slit

Hel
Hell
[NII]
[OI1]
[OIII]

0.160

PV Diagrams

TOTL 3727.00 Echellogremme ¥ = 0

~ k i i
k: K

e Prc;‘ﬁles

/i
i
L1

Echellogramme Z = 0 Iso V = ~50.0000 km/s

7 L

o
- 2 N =S
Emission line images

Hbeto Hel Hell (o] [Cn] NI
- o ‘@" ~ - 03

http://sites.google.com/site/cloudy3d/

L Lin
) l".
ol K
0 100 150 w0 2 0 2 e \
¥ V (k/s) K

Image by: Nahiely Flores, Jonnathan Reyes, Juan Venancio Hernandez & Christophe Morisset

Figure 2.3: A 3-color image of a Hourglass-type nebula, obtained by running Cloudy 3D. Colors
are [N 11] (orange) and [O 111] (green) emission. Emission line profiles are shown for [N 11] lines.
Intensities through any given slit can be obtained. Position-velocity diagrams are obtained as well
as channel maps, for any line. Emission line surface brightness maps are also available for any line
computed by CLOUDY. Statistical tools to analyze emission line properties are also provided.
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Figure 2.4: This figure shows the two limiting cases that can be assumed. The star is the source of
ionizing radiation and the shaded area represents the cloud. An open geometry is the default, and a
closed geometry will be computed if the sphere command is entered.

2.3.1 Illuminated and shielded faces of the cloud

The side of the cloud facing the source of the external radiation field is the illuminated face of the cloud.
The opposite side, in shadow, is the shielded face of the cloud. The illuminated face is generally hotter and
more highly ionized than the shielded face. In nearly all cases the calculation starts at the illuminated face
and stops at the shielded face.

2.3.2 Depth and radius

Figure 2.4 shows two possible geometries and some terms used to describe them. The radius is the distance
from the center of symmetry, usually the center of the central object, to a given point. The depth is the
distance between the illuminated face of the cloud and a point within the cloud. The inner radius is
referred to as r,, the depth is Ar, and the current radius is r. The depth or radius for a zone is the distance
to the center of the zone.

2.3.3 Covering factor

The covering factor is the fraction of 47 sr covered by gas, as viewed from the central source of radiation.
It is normally written as Q /47w (AGN3 Section 5.9), has the limits 0 < Q /47 < 1, and is the fraction of the
radiation field emitted by the central object that actually strikes nebular gas. Line luminosities give the total
energy emitted by a shell covering Q sr while line intensities give the energy emitted per unit area of cloud.
Line luminosities scale nearly linearly with increasing covering factor while line intensities are only weakly
dependent on it.

2.3.4 Open vs. closed geometry

Two limiting cases, referred to as open and closed, can be identified for the geometry and its influence upon
the calculations. Figure 2.4 shows examples of both. The covering factor determines which is the best
approximation. The choice mainly affects the transfer of the diffuse fields and has only second-order effects
on predicted quantities.
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Open geometry. An open geometry is one in which the covering factor of the gas is small. All radiation
that escapes from the illuminated face of the cloud, towards the source of continuous radiation, then
escapes from the system without further interaction with gas. This is thought to be the case in, for
example, the broad-line region of active nuclei or a blister H II region. In this case L and higher
hydrogen Lyman lines and ionizing radiation produced by recombinations can escape from the
nebula. This geometry is the default and will be assumed if the sphere command is not specified.

Closed geometry. Emission-line gas covers ~47 sr as seen by the central object in a closed geometry. The
central object is small relative to the nebula then all diffuse fields which escape from the illuminated
face of the cloud in the direction towards the central object will go on to strike the far side of the
nebula. This geometry is implicitly assumed in most calculations of planetary nebulae and H 11
regions. This geometry will be assumed if the sphere command is entered.

Static vs. expanding. The sphere command has two optional arguments, static and expanding. This
determines how emission-line photons which cross the central hole and strike the far side of the shell
interact with the gas. The static option says to assume that the shell is stationary so that all lines
interact across the nebula. In this case hydrogen Lyman line interaction should ensure that Case B is
reached (AGN3 Section 4.2). If the nebula is expanding then the continuum photons that cross the
central hole will interact with gas on the far side but the expansion velocity of the shell ensures that
diffuse line photons do not. In this case the expanding option should be set. This second case is the
default when sphere is specified with no options.

Don’t panic! These geometrical considerations (open vs closed, static vs expanding) make only
second-order differences in the predicted emission-line spectrum, generally at the ~10% level,
largely because of the different treatments of the radiative transfer of the diffuse fields. If you are
concerned about which geometry to use, try both, and compare the results. The differences are
usually small.

2.3.5 Filling factor

The filling factor f(r) accounts for clumping of emission-line gas. When a filling factor is set the hydrogen
density is the density within regions containing gas while surrounding regions are assumed to be a vacuum.
The specific effects of a filling factor are described by Osterbrock and Flather (1959) and in AGN3 section
5.9.

2.3.6 Hydrogen density

The hydrogen density n(H) is the total hydrogen density given by
n(H) = n(H) +n(H") +2n(H2) + Y n(Hoer) [em ™) (2.1)

other

where n(Hype) represents H in all other hydrogen-bearing molecules.

2.3.7 Column densities
The hydrogen column density N(H) is given by
N(H) = /n(H) F(r)dr [em™2] 2.2)

where f(r) is the filling factor. I try to consistently use lower case n for a volume density (cm~2) and an
upper case N for a column density (cm™2).
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2.3.8 Matter-bounded and radiation-bounded geometries

Two limiting cases for the hydrogen-ionization structure of a cloud exist.

Matter-bounded geometry. The cloud is said to be matter bounded if the outer limit to the H™ region is
marked by the outer edge of the cloud. In this case the cloud is ionized throughout and is optically
thin to the incident radiation field. In a matter-bounded cloud the intensity or luminosity of an
optically thin recombination line is set by the product of volume and density (called the emission
measure n”V, AGN3, Section 8.1) and is not directly related to the luminosity of the ionizing
continuum.

Radiation-bounded geometry. The cloud is said to be radiation bounded if the outer limit to the H™
region is defined by a hydrogen ionization front so both warm ionized and cold neutral regions exist.
The H" region is optically thick to the hydrogen-ionizing radiation and has absorbed nearly all of it.
In this case the intensity or luminosity of a recombination line is set by the luminosity of the ionizing
continuum with relatively little dependence on cloud properties.

2.4 Intensity & luminosity cases

The external radiation field is usually specified with two different commands. One specifies the shape of the
incident radiation field. A second command will set the brightness of the light. CLOUDY must be able to
deduce the flux of photons [cm~2 s~!] striking the illuminated face of the cloud. There are two ways to
specify the brightness of the external radiation field.

2.4.1 Luminosity case

If the brightness of the external radiation field is specified as a “luminosity”, the light radiated by the central
object into 47 sr, then it is also necessary to specify an inner or starting radius so that the flux of photons
can be derived.

The emission lines will be predicted as luminosities. A covering factor will linearly change the
luminosity of the entire spectrum but will have only second order effects on relative intensities.

2.4.2 Intensity case

The external radiation field can be specified as an “intensity”, the energy incident upon a unit area of cloud,
with units something like photons cm~2 s~!. It is not necessary to specify a starting radius in the intensity
case although it is possible to do so. Line intensities (energy emitted per unit area of cloud, related to 47J)),
are predicted in this case.

If the “intensity” of the external radiation field is set then a starting radius does not need to be specified.
If the starting radius is not specified then an inner radius of 10’ cm is assumed. A plane-parallel geometry
usually results. The predicted emission-line spectrum is then given in intensity units. A starting radius may
be specified and, if it is, then the resulting geometry may be spherical, plane parallel, or a thick shell,
depending on the ratio of the outer to inner radii. Both absolute and relative intensities of lines have only
second-order dependencies on the covering factor.

The word “intensity” appears in quotes since it is not the / or J defined in radiative transfer texts, but
rather the photon or energy equivalent of 47.J.
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2.4.3 The units of the predicted emission lines

The units of the predicted emission-line spectrum are determined by the units of the incident radiation field.
If the incident field is specified as a luminosity then the spectrum will be given as the luminosity radiated by
a shell covering Q sr of the central object (L;;,,ergs!). Here Q is the angular coverage of the nebula so
that Q/4m (with a default value of unity) is the covering factor (AGN3, Section 5.9). If the continuum is
specified as an intensity then the spectrum will be the energy radiated by a unit area of cloud into 47 sr
(47T jine, erg cm =2 571,

2.5 <“Species”’, how we specify atoms, ions, and molecules

2.5.1 Overview

CLOUDY simulates gas ranging from fully ionized to molecular. Nomenclature varies considerably between
chemical, atomic, and plasma physics. We adopted a nomenclature that tries to find a middle ground
between these different fields. We refer to a particular atom, ion, or molecule as a “species”. Examples are
CO, H,, HT, and Fe?**. Species are treated using a common approach, as much as possible. Our naming
convention melds a bit of each of these fields because a single set of rules must apply to all species.

The species are taken from a number of databases and a large number of commands control how they are
used. These commands are described in the Section beginning on page 115 below. The commands
controling output options for the species are described in the Section starting on page 200 below.

2.5.2 How we specify species

Some rules for how species are specified:
e Labels are case sensitive, to distinguish between the molecule CO and the atom Co.
e At present we do not use ~ or _ to indicate super or sub scripts.

e Molecules are written pretty much as they appear in texts. Hy, CO, and H™ would be written as
4‘H27” ‘GCO”’ and G‘H_75'

e Atoms are the element symbol by itself. Examples are “H” or “He” and not the atomic physics
notation H° or He?.

e lons are given by “+” followed by the net charge. Examples are “He+2” or “Fe+22” and not the
correct atomic physics notation, He>™ or Fe?>*. The latter would clash with notation for molecular
ions. “C2+” indicates C; in our notation.

e We follow a modified atomic physics definition of the spectrum. H I, He II, and C IV are the spectra
emitted by H?, Het, and C3*. In atomic physics the notation “H I”” indicates a collection of photons
while H is a baryon. Emission lines replace the Roman numeral with an integer. Examples are H 1
24861A, He 2 14686A, and C 4 A11549A.

The spaces between the element and integer are significant. The spectrum label fills four characters
so there are two spaces within H 1, one space within Si 2, and no spaces within Fel6.

e To summarize, atomic hydrogen would be referenced as “H” while the Lo line would be “H I". The
distinction is important because, depending on how it is formed, Lot can trace either H? or H .
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o The internal structure of a species, and associated cooling / emission, are computed using external
databases, as described in the section beginning on page 115. We use our own Stout database, along
with the Chianti (Dere et al. (1997); Landi et al. (2012)) and Lamda, the Leiden Atomic and
Molecular Database (www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/ moldata/, Schoier et al. (2005)) databases.

e Each databases has its own “masterlist” file that specifies which models to use. The masterlist file
follows the notation used within the databases. For Chianti and Stout, the internal structure of C3+,
which produces C IV emission, is called “c_4”. The water molecule in Lamda is referenced as
‘6H207’.

e If a particular species is specified in more than one masterlist file we will use Stout if it exists, then
Chianti, followed by Lamda.

2.5.3 What species are you using?

You can generate a report giving all species, the number levels in the model, and the database used for the
species, by running CLOUDY with the following input;

test
species print

You can generate a list of all species labels by running the following input deck:

test
save species labels "test.slab"

You can generate a list of all emission lines by running:

test
save line labels "test.llab"

The following is an example using species labels to report the column densities of several ions and
molecules:

save some column densities "test.col"
CO

H2

H

H+

end of species

2.6 Air vs vacuum wavelengths

The convention in spectroscopy, dating back to 19" century experimental atomic physics, is to quote line
wavelengths in vacuum for A < 2000A and STP air wavelengths for A > 2000A. The set line vacuum
command, described on page 162, tells the code to use vacuum wavelengths throughout. The continuum
reported by the family of save continuum commands, described on page 168, is always reported in vacuum
wavelengths to avoid a discontinuity at 2000A.


http://www.chiantidatabase.org/
http://www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/~moldata/
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Chapter 3
INTRODUCTION TO COMMANDS

3.1 Overview

This section introduces the commands that drive CLOUDY. The following chapters group the commands
together by purpose. Individual commands are discussed after examples of their use. This section begins by
outlining conditions that are assumed by default and then goes on to discuss the various classes of
commands (i.e., those that set the incident radiation field, composition, or the geometry).

Keeping this document parallel with the code is a very high priority. In case of any confusion, please
consult the original source. The commands are parsed by the series of routines that have names beginning
with “parse”. The list of routines can be seen by listing the files parse* . cpp. The second half of the
name indicates the command that is parsed by that routine.

CLOUDY is designed so that a reasonable set of initial conditions to be assumed by default so that a
minimum number of commands are needed to drive it. These default conditions are summarized in Table
3.1, which also lists the commands that change each assumption.

The code is also designed to check that its assumptions are not violated. It should complain if problems
occur, if its limits are exceeded, or if the input parameters are unphysical. It may print a series of warnings,
cautions, or notes if some limit was exceeded or physical assumption violated.

3.2 Command format

3.2.1 Input and Output.

When executed as a stand-alone program CLOUDY reads stdin for input and produces output on
stdout . From a command prompt, this would be done as cloudy.exe < input > output or cloudy.exe -r
prefix (the latter form will read its input from prefix.in and write its main output to prefix.out).
The code is also designed to be used as a subroutine of other, much larger, programs. In this case the input
stream is entered using the subroutine calls described in a section of Part 2 of this document. In either case,
this input stream must contain all the commands needed to drive the program. The command format is the
same whether used as a stand-alone program or as a subroutine.

3.2.2 Command-line format.

Commands are entered as lines that start with a left-aligned four-character keyword in columns 1 to 4,
except where more characters are required to prevent ambiguity. This keyword specifies the purpose of the
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Table 3.1: Default Conditions

Quantity Value Command

Default inner radius 10°Y cm radius

Default outer radius 10°! cm radius

Highest allowed temperature 1.001 x 101°K

Stop calculation when T falls below this value 4000 K stop temperature
Relative error in heating-cooling balance 0.005 set temperature convergence
Relative error in electron density 0.0 set eden convergence
Relative intensity of faintest line to print 1073 print line faint
Low-energy limit to continuum 1.001 x 1078 Ryd

High-energy limit to continuum 7.354 x 10 Ryd

Limiting number of zones 1400 set nend

Total hydrogen column density 10%0 cm—2 stop column density
H* column density 100 cm—2 stop column density
H? column density 100 cm™—2 stop column density
Grains No grains grains

Spectral resolution mesh resolution  set save line width
Background cosmic rays No cosmic rays

Cosmic background No background

command and is usually followed by one or more numbers or keywords. The keywords can be either lower
or upper case. In the following examples the individual command keywords are shown extending beyond
column 4. These extra characters are usually ignored.

The end of each command line is marked' by the end-of-line, a semi-colon “;”, a pair of forward slashes
“/”, a sharp sign “#”, or a percentage sign “%”.

The command lines can be in any order and each can be up to 200 characters long”. The input stream
ends with a blank line, the end-of-file, or a field of stars (““****”),

3.2.3 Units

Most commands use cgs units. In a few cases common astronomical nomenclature can be entered (i.e., the
luminosity can be specified as erg s~!, in solar units, or even magnitudes). This syntax varies from
command to command so it is important that the units be checked carefully.

3.2.4 Number of commands.

Up to 4000 separate commands may be entered.

€,

Before version 92 a colon (“:”) could also mark an end of line. This character is needed to specify a path in the
Windows environment and is no longer an end-of-line indicator.

2This limit is set by the length of the variable INPUT_LINE_LENGTH which occurs in a header file. Increase this
variable and recompile the entire code if longer lines are needed.
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3.2.5 Output as input.

CLOUDY can read its own output as an input stream. As described in the section Output in Part 2 of this
document, the code echoes the input command lines as a header before the calculation begins. These lines
are centered on the page and surrounded by asterisks.

Sometimes a particular model will need to be recomputed. You can do this by making a copy of the
printed command lines and using this copy as an input file. The input parser will handle removal of the
leading spaces and asterisk. This is mainly a debugging aid.

3.2.6 Syntax used in this document

Sections describing each of the commands are introduced by examples of their use.
Square brackets indicate optional parameters. Optional parameters are shown surrounded by square
brackets (“[” and “]”). The examples shown below use the format given in this document.

// following needs flux density, but frequency is optional
f(nu) = -12.456 [at .1824 Ryd]

//

// the luminosity command has several optional keywords
luminosity 38.3 [solar, range, linear]

//
// the phi(h) command has the range option
phi(h) = 12.867 [range ...]

These square brackets indicate only that the parameters are optional. The brackets should not be placed on
the command line. They will be totally ignored if they occur. The above example would actually be entered
as follows:

// following gives flux density at energy of 0.1824 Ryd
f(nu) = -12.456 at .1824 Ryd

//

// the luminosity command with linear keyword
luminosity 2e38 solar linear

//
// the phi(h) command with the range option
phi(h) = 12.867 range 0.1 to 0.2 Ryd

Underscores indicate a space. Most commands and keywords require four character matches to be
recognized. Keywords which start with a letter (i.e. A——Z) must start following a space (or other
non-alphabetic character) in order to be recognized. Only one space is needed between words.

The following is an example with the commands written as they are shown in this document:

// blackbody with T=5e4 K, in strict TE
blackbody 5e4 K lte
//

// use ISM radiation field
table ism

The following is how the commands should actually be entered:
// blackbody with T=5e4 K, in strict TE
blackbody 5e4 K lte

//

// use ISM radiation field
table ism

The space must occur where the underscore is written.
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3.2.7 and, because nobody ever reads this document....

The examples of commands that follow show the square brackets and underscores for optional parameters
and required spaces. Many people put these characters into the input stream because they don’t read
documentation. As a service to the user, the command-line parser will usually replace any square brackets
or underscores with the space character when the command lines are initially read. The exception is any
part of a string that is surrounded by double quotes. The string between double quotes is likely to be a file
name and an underscore can occur in such a name.

3.2.8 The continue option

It may not be possible to enter all the required values on a single line for the interpolate and abundances
commands. In these two cases the original command line can be continued on following lines with a series
of lines beginning with the keyword continue. The format on a continue line is unchanged. There is no
limit to the number of continue lines that can be included other than the limit of a total of 4000 input lines.
The following is an example with the abundances command

abundances he =-1 1i=-9 be=-11 b=-9 ¢=-4.3 n=-5 0=-2.3

continue f=-7 ne =-1.2 na =-3 mg =-8

continue al =-8 si =-8 p=-6 s=-8 cl=-9 ar =-8 k=-6
continue ca =-8 sc=-9 ti=-7 v=-8 cr=-6.3 mn=-6 fe =-8
continue co =-9 ni =-8cu=-7 zn=-7

3.2.9 Numerical input

Numerical parameters are entered on the command line as free-format numbers. Exponential notation can
be used.> Numbers may be preceded or followed by characters to increase readability. The strings
“T=1000000K™, “1000000”, and “T=1E6” are equivalent. A period or full stop (*“.”) by itself is interpreted
as a character, not numeral or number.

Default values are often available. As an example, the power law command has three parameters, the
last two being optional. The following are all acceptable (but not equivalent) forms of the command;

power law, slope-1.4, cutoffs at 9 Ryd and 0.01 Ryd
powe —-1.0 5
power law, slope=-1.4

The last version uses the default cutoffs, i.e., none. If optional parameters are omitted they must be omitted
from right to left; numbers must appear in the expected order.

Note that implicit negative signs (for instance, for the slope of the power law) do not occur in any of the
following commands.

Table 3.2 shows how various typed input numbers will be interpreted. The first column gives the typed
quantity, the second its interpretation, and the third the explanation.

3.2.10 Comments

Comments may be entered among the input data in several ways. Comments can be entered at the end of a
command line after a semi-colon (*;”), double slash (“//”), a sharp sign (“#”), or a percentage sign (“%”).
Anything on a line after one of these characters is completely ignored. This can be used to document

3Exponential notation could not be used in versions 07 and before.
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Table 3.2: Interpretation of Numerical Input

Typed Quantity Interpreted as Why

le2 100 Exponentional notation is OK

1.2.3 two numbers 1.2 0.3 1.2 is parsed, then .3

33 0.3 and 3.0

10-3 1000 ~ acts as exponentiation oper-
ator

$temp variable value set by $temp = 1000 previ-

ously in input

parameters on a line. Any line beginning with a #, %, //, or a * is totally ignored; it is not even printed. A
line beginning with ¢ is ignored, but printed (note a space is required after the ‘c’ to distinguish it from
other commands). There is also a title command, to enter a title for the simulation.

3.2.11 Hidden commands

A command will be parsed and used by the code but not printed in the output if the keyword hide occurs
somewhere on the command line. This provides a way to not print extensive sets of commands, like the
continue option on the continuum command, or the print off command in an initialization file.

3.2.12 © Commands for experimental parts of the code

The code is in continuous development. When new versions are released there will be new or experimental
parts of the code that are still being developed or which have not been fully debugged. The
newly-developed physics is not included in a calculation which uses the default conditions. The commands
which exercise these new features are included in this document and are indicated in two ways. First by the
@ symbol in the section header, and second by a grey background. You are welcome to give these
commands a try but should not expect robust results.

3.2.13 Log vs linear quantities

Most quantities are entered as the log of the number but some are linear. The following outlines some
systematics of how these are entered.

Temperature. CLOUDY will interpret a temperature as a log if the number is less than or equal to 10 and
the linear temperature if it is greater than 10. Many commands have the optional keyword linear to
force numbers below 10 to be interpreted as the linear temperature rather than the log.

Other parameters. The pattern for other quantities is not as clear as for the case of temperature. Often
quantities are interpreted as logs if negative, but may be linear or logs if positive (depending on the
command). Many commands have the keywords log and linear to force one or the other
interpretation to be used.

Using the new notation 10" 3.5 as a linear number is equivalent to the form 3.5 log, and will be required
to replace the log keyword in future versions of CLOUDY.
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3.2.14 < The help command

This command prints helpful information about Cloudy and exits. Don’t expect much as yet, beyond a
recommendation to read this document!

3.2.15 An example

Specific commands to set boundary conditions for a simulation are discussed in the following sections. As a
minimum, the hydrogen density, the shape and intensity of the incident radiation field, and possibly the
starting radius, must be specified to compute a model. As an example, a simple model of a planetary nebula
could be computed by entering the following input stream.

title "this is the input stream for a planetary nebula"
//

// set the temperature of the central star

blackbody, temperature = 1le5 K

//

// set the total luminosity of the central star
luminosity total 38 // log(Ltot)- ergs/s

radius 17 // log of starting radius in cm

hden 4 // log of hydrogen density - cm”™-3

sphere // this is a sphere with large covering factor

3.3 Filenames

It is sometimes necessary to read or write external files whose names are specified on a command line. File
names are entered inside pairs of double quotes, as in "name . txt".

The command parser first checks whether a quote occurs anywhere on the command line. If one does
occur then the parser will search for a second pair of quotes and use whatever text lies between as a
filename. The code will stop with an error condition if the second of the pair of quotes is not found or if the
file cannot be opened for reading or writing.

3.4 The init command

This is a special command that tells the code to read a set of commands stored in an ancillary file. This
allows frequently-used commands to be stored in a single file. The init command will automatically find
initialization files that are located in the code’s data directory, allowing them to be easily accessed from
other directories. The code will first search for the file in the local directory and then in the data directory.
The init command is fully described in later sections below.

The filename can be specified within a pair of double quotes, as in "ism. ini". The default name for
the initialization file is cloudy . ini. There is no limit to the number of commands that can be in this
initialization file other than the total limit of 4000 command lines that is intrinsic to the code.

This provides an easy way to change the default behavior of the code. For instance, many of the elements
now included in CLOUDY have negligible abundances and the code will run a bit faster if they are turned off
with the element off command. Also, only about half of these elements were included before version 86 of
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the code. The file c84 . in1i in the CLOUDY data directory which will turn off many of these elements. The
c84.in1i file contains the following commands:

print off hide
elements read
helium

carbon

nitrogen

oxygen

neon

sodium

magnesium

aluminium

silicon

sulphur

argon

calcium

iron

nickel

end of elements
element Lithium off
element Beryllium off
element Boron off
element Fluorine off
element Phosphor off
element Chlorine off
element Potassium off
element Scandium off
element Titanium off
element Vanadium off
element Chromium off
element Manganese off
element Cobalt off
element Copper off
element Zinc off
print on

The current version of the code would only include those elements present in version 84 if the command
init "c84.ini"

were entered in the input stream.

A series of x . ini files are included in the data directory included in the CLOUDY distribution. Do an
1s «.ini within the data directory to list the available files. Comments at the start of the files describe
their purpose.
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Chapter 4

THE INCIDENT RADIATION FIELD

4.1 Overview

The incident radiation field should be defined between the low-energy limit to the code, 1.001 x 1078 Ryd,
corresponding to a wavelengths of 10 m, and the high-energy limit of 7.354 x 10° Ryd, corresponding to an
energy of 100 MeV. The shape and its intensity or luminosity are usually specified independently. There are
many ways to do this.

4.2 The coarse and fine continua

The spectral resolving power is defined as E/SE, where E is the photon energy and 0E the width of the
resolution element. The number of energy bins needed to store the radiation field is proportional to the
resolving power. This number is a major pace setter for the code since it must continuously reevaluate
various integrals over the radiation field.

The code uses multi-grid methods to compute interactions among the many millions of spectral lines
(Shaw et al., 2005). The coarse continuum is used to define the incident and diffuse continua and is output
with various save continuum commands. The resolving power of the coarse continuum is defined in the
file continuum-mesh. ini in the data directory. This file is designed to be changed by the user and can
be changed to much higher resolving power if need be. This is all described in the Chapter The Continuum
Mesh in Part 2 of this document.

The resolution of the coarse continuum for a particular model can be changed with the set continuum
resolution command described on page 249. The resolution of particular parts of the continuum can be
changed by changing the file cont inuum_mesh. ini in the data directory. If you change the continuum
resolution either way you will need to recompile the stellar continuua and grain opacities so that their
energy grid agrees with that used by the code.

A second fine continuum has much higher spectral resolving power and is far more expensive to
evaluate. It is used to resolve overlapping spectral lines and define blocking coefficients for the coarse
continuum. This permits the effects of line overlap and velocity shear to be treated automatically.

The fine continuum, which does resolve all spectral features, is not normally reported. There are some
options on the save continuum command (page 168) which do give this fine continuum.
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4.3 Defining a single component of the incident radiation field

Two quantities, the shape and intensity, specify a single component of the incident radiation field. The
shape gives the form of the spectral energy distribution but not its intensity. The intensity can be specified
as either the energy striking the illuminated face of the cloud, referred to as the intensity case, or both the
source luminosity and the distance separating the source and the cloud. The latter is referred to as the
luminosity case. The shape and intensity are specified independently in most cases, although some
commands specify both (the command specifying the cosmic microwave background is an example of the
latter).

In much of the following discussion we will refer to both luminosity and intensity commands as simply
intensity commands. The distinction between the luminosity and intensity cases is discussed further on
page 11.

4.4 Combining several radiation fields

4.4.1 The sum of several radiation fields

It is possible to combine up to 100 incident radiation fields.! CLOUDY will stop if more than 100 continua
are entered. This limit is set by the variable LIMSPC that occurs in one of the included header files.

When more than one radiation field is entered the series of luminosity and shape commands must be in
the same order (i.e., map one to one). There must always be exactly the same number of luminosity and
shape specifications; CLOUDY will stop if there are not.

As an example, the following would be a rough approximation of an accretion disk and boundary layer
around a white dwarf:

// this is the black body associated with the boundary layer
// this is a shape command

black body, temperature =5e5 K

// this gives its total luminosity

luminosity (total) 37.3

// the following shape is a rising power law,

// a simple approximation to the disk

power law, slope = 1.333, cutoff = 0.6 Ryd

// the total luminosity of this power law component
luminosity (total) 37.2

The 5 x 10° K blackbody has a total luminosity of 10373 erg s~! while the power-law has a total luminosity
of 10372 ergs~!.

4.4.2 Keeping shape and intensity commands together

It is not absolutely necessary to keep the ordered pairs of shape and intensity commands together but this is
a good practice since some commands (those given in Table 4.1) specify both the shape and intensity of the
incident radiation field. Problems arise if one of the commands giving both shape and intensity is entered
between another pair of shape and intensity commands. For instance, the following will produce unintended
results:

I Restrictions on the number of tables that could be entered existed in CLOUDY versions 73 and before, but have
been lifted. Restrictions on which types of continua could be combined existed in CLOUDY versions 67 and before,
but have been lifted.
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Table 4.1: Commands specifying both shape and intensity
background
blackbody, energy density
blackbody, LTE
blackbody, luminosity
blackbody, radius
CMB
table Draine
table HM96, HMO5
table ISM

black body, temp = 5e5 K
CMB, z=2
luminosity (total) 37

because the CMB command enters both the shape and intensity of the cosmic microwave background. In
this example it comes after the blackbody command specifies a shape, but before the luminosity command
specifies the luminosity of the blackbody. As a result the intensity implicitly entered by the CMB command
will apply to the hot blackbody rather than the cosmic microwave background and the luminosity
command will then incorrectly set the intensity of the cosmic background blackbody shape. This problem
cannot occur if the shape and intensity commands are always kept together as in the previous example. The
code should produce a warning if shape and luminosity commands are mixed together with a command that
enters both.

4.5 Check the incident radiation field!

It is important to check that the incident radiation field has been entered correctly. First set up the
commands to do a simulation and include the save continuum command (described on page 168). Do the
simulation and examine the file produced by the save continuum command. The first column gives the
photon energy and the second gives the incident radiation field (as vJy, erg cm~2 s~!) at the illuminated
face of the cloud. Plot this radiation field and check that it is correct.
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Chapter 5

INCIDENT RADIATION FIELD
LUMINOSITY

5.1 Overview

All commands setting the intensity or luminosity of the incident radiation field are defined in this Chapter.

5.2 Intensity and luminosity cases

The brightness of the incident radiation field can be specified as either an intensity, the energy per unit area
of cloud, or as a luminosity, the power emitted by the central source of radiation into 47 sr. The intensity
case and luminosity case are described on page 11. Each of the following commands is listed as an
intensity or luminosity command. This distinction is important because the inner radius of the cloud must
also be specified in the luminosity case.

5.3 The range option

Many of the intensity/luminosity commands specify the number of photons or integrated energy in
hydrogen-ionizing radiation (1Ryd < hv < 7.354 x 10° Ryd). Other energy intervals can be specified with
the range option, an optional keyword that can appear on most intensity / luminosity commands.

When the keyword range appears there are an additional two parameters, the low- and high-energy limits
to the energy range in Rydbergs. These appear as the second and third numbers on the line (the first number
gives the intensity or luminosity). The position of the keyword range on the command line does not matter
but the order of the numbers on the line does matter. If both range parameters are omitted then the low
(1.001 x 10~8 Ryd) and high (7.354 x 10° Ryd) energy limit of the incident radiation field will be
substituted. If both energies are specified then the second number must be larger than the first. If only one
parameter appears then only the lower limit of the range will be changed and the high-energy limit will be
left at its default of 7.354 x 10% Ryd. If the first optional number is negative or the keyword log appears
then both of the extra numbers are interpreted as logs. If you want to set the lower limit of the range to the
low energy limit 1.001 x 10~8 Ryd of the incident radiation field, but want to supply your own upper limit,
you can enter 0 followed by the upper limit if you use linear numbers, or —10 followed by the upper limit if
you use log numbers (—10 is actually any number < log(1.001 x 10~8 Ryd)).
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If range total, or simply range or total, appears with no parameters then the full energy range
considered by the program, 1.001 x 1078 Ryd to 7.354 x 10° Ryd, will be used. In this case the number is
the total integrated (bolometric) intensity or luminosity.

The following shows examples of the range option for the luminosity command. By default the
luminosity command has a single parameter, the log of the luminosity [erg s~!] in hydrogen-ionizing
radiation (1 Ryd < hv < 7.354 x 10° Ryd). The “;” symbol is used to terminate the line in one case.

// this will use the default range, only ionizing radiation
luminosity 38 ;the log of the luminosity in erg s™-1

// either will be the total luminosity
luminosity total 38

luminosity 33.4 range

luminosity 33.4 range total

// this will be the luminosity in visible light
luminosity 37.8 range .15 to .23 Ryd

// the luminosity in radiation more energetic than 0.1 Ryd
luminosity 38.1 range -1

// this will be the luminosity in non-ionizing radiation
luminosity 39.8 range 0 1

5.4 Absolute [visual, bolometric] magnitude -2.3

It is possible to specify the integrated or monochromatic luminosity in “magnitudes,” a quaint unit of
historical interest. One of the keywords bolometric or visual must also appear. The absolute bolometric
magnitude My, is related to the total luminosity by (Allen, 1976, page 197)

Lyl = 3.826 x 10% x 10475 Mpot)/2.5 [ergs™!]. (5.1

The absolute visual magnitude My is approximately related to the monochromatic luminosity per octave at
5550 A by (Allen, 1976, page 197)

vLy (5500A) ~2.44 x 10% x 107M7/25 [ergs~!]. (5.2)

The conversion between monochromatic luminosity per octave VL, and absolute visual magnitude My is
approximate, with typical errors of roughly a percent. This is because CLOUDY assumes that the V filter
has an isophotal wavelength of 5550A and does not actually integrate over the incident radiation field using
a V-filter transmission function.

This is a luminosity command.

5.5 Energy density 5e4 K [linear]

This specifies the energy density [K] of the incident radiation field. The number is the equivalent
energy-density temperature, defined as 7, = (u/a) 1/4 K where u is the total energy density in all radiation
[erg cm ™3] and a is the Stefan radiation-density constant. The number is interpreted as the log of the
temperature if it is less than or equal to 10 or the keyword log is present, and as a linear number otherwise.
The optional keyword linear forces the number to always be interpreted as a linear temperature.

This is an intensity command.
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5.6 f(nu)=-12.456 [at .1824 Ryd]

This specifies the monochromatic intensity at an arbitrary energy. The first number is the log of the
monochromatic mean intensity at the illuminated face of the cloud, 47J,, (with units erg s~'Hz~'cm~2),
where Jy is the mean intensity of the incident radiation field per unit solid angle.

The optional second number is the frequency in Rydbergs where 41J, is specified. The default is 1 Ryd.
In the example above the incident radiation field is specified at 0.1824 Ryd = S000A. The frequency can be
any within the energy band considered by the code, presently 1.001 x 1078 Ryd to 7.354 x 10% Ryd. If the
energy is less than or equal to zero then it is interpreted as the log of the energy in Rydbergs, and as the
linear energy itself if positive.

This is an intensity command.

5.7 Intensity 8.3 [range, linear]

This specifies the integrated mean intensity, 47J, [erg cm~2s~!] at the illuminated face of the cloud
v2
4nJ = / 4rJ, dv]ergem=2s7!]. (5.3)
vl

This is the per unit area equivalent of the luminosity command. The number is the log of the intensity
unless the optional keyword linear appears. Unlike the majority of the commands, the first five characters
of the line must be entered.

The default range is over hydrogen-ionizing energies (1 Ryd < hv < 7.354 x 10% Ryd). The range option
can be used to adjust the values of v; and v;.

Some of the interstellar medium and photo-dissociation region (PDR) literature specifies the incident
radiation field in units of the Habing (1968) field (see, for instance, Tielens and Hollenbach, 1985a, Tielens
and Hollenbach, 1985b). This radiation field has an integrated intensity of 1.6 x 1073 ergcm2s~! between
the limits of 6 and 13.6 eV (Tielens and Hollenbach, 1985a; Hollenbach et al., 1991). This integrated
intensity is sometimes referred to as Go. The incident radiation field described by Tielens and Hollenbach,
but with an intensity of 1 Go, could be generated with the commands:

// a B star with an intensity roughly the Habing 1968 radiation field
blackbody 3e4 K

intensity -2.8, range 0.44 to 1 Ryd

// remove all H-ionizing radiation

extinguish by 24, leakage = 0

This set of commands sets the shape of the Balmer continuum to that of a hot blackbody, sets the intensity
to the Habing value, and then extinguishes all hydrogen-ionizing radiation, as is assumed in the PDR
literature.

This is an intensity command.

5.8 ionization parameter = —1.984

The ionization parameter is the dimensionless ratio of hydrogen-ionizing photon to total-hydrogen
densities. It is defined as

o) _ o) 5

U =
Axrin(H)c  n(H)c
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(AGN3, equation 14.7, page 357). Here r, is the separation [cm] between the center of the source of
ionizing radiation and the illuminated face of the cloud, n(H) [cm 3] is the total! hydrogen density (ionized,
neutral, and molecular), c is the speed of light, Q(H) [s~'] is the number of hydrogen-ionizing photons
emitted by the central object, and ®@(H) [cm~2s~'] is the surface flux of ionizing photons. The number is
interpreted as the log of U unless the keyword linear appears. The ionization parameter is a useful quantity
in plane-parallel, low-density, constant-density, models, because of homology relations between models
with different photon and gas densities but the same ionization parameter (see Davidson, 1977).

This is an intensity command.

5.9 L(nu) =24.456 [at .1824 Ryd]

This sets the monochromatic luminosity L, [erg s~ 'Hz~!] of the central object. The first number is the log
of the luminosity. The optional second number is the frequency in Rydbergs where L, is specified. The
default is 1 Ryd. In the example above the incident radiation field is specified at 0.1824 Ryd = 5000A. The
frequency can be any within the energy band considered by the code, presently 1.001 x 1078 Ryd to
7.354 x 10% Ryd. If the energy is less than or equal to zero then it is interpreted as the log of the energy in
Rydbergs, and the linear energy itself if positive.

This is a luminosity command.

5.10 luminosity 38.3 [solar, range, linear]

The number is the log of the integrated luminosity” emitted by the central object into 47 sr,

\%]
L=4nR2, / nFydv]ergs™!]. (5.5)
A%

1

The default range is over hydrogen-ionizing energies (1Ryd < hv < 7.354 x 10% Ryd). The range option
can be used to adjust the values of v; and v;.

If the optional keyword solar appears the number is the log of the fotal luminosity relative to the sun. It
is the log of the total luminosity if the keyword total appears. If the linear keyword is also used then the
quantity will be the luminosity itself and not the log. The range option cannot be used if the luminosity is
the total luminosity or it is specified in solar units. It will be ignored if it appears.

The following are examples of the luminosity command.

// log of luminosity (erg/s) in ionizing radiation
luminosity 36

// roughly the Eddington limit for one solar mass
luminosity total 38

// both are a total luminosity 1000 times solar since
// solar specifies the total luminosity relative to the sun
luminosity solar 3

'Before version 65 of the code the electron density was used rather than the hydrogen density. Before version 75
n(H) was the atomic/ionic hydrogen density, and did not include molecules.

ZBefore version 83 of the code, the luminosity command was used to enter both luminosity and intensity. The
code decided between the two by checking on the resulting ionization parameter. There are now separate intensity and
luminosity commands.
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luminosity linear solar 1000

// this will be the luminosity in visible light
luminosity 37.8 range .15 to .23 Ryd

This is a luminosity command.

5.11 nuF(nu)=13.456 [at .1824 Ryd]

This command specifies the log of the monochromatic mean intensity per octave 4xvJ, [erg s~
the illuminated face of the cloud. Here Jy is the mean intensity of the incident radiation field.

The optional second number is the energy (Ryd) where 47 vJy is specified. The default is 1 Ryd. In the
example above the incident radiation field is specified at 0.1824 Ryd = 5000A. The energy can be any
within the energy band considered by the code, presently 1.001 x 1078 Ryd to 7.354 x 10° Ryd. If the
energy is less than or equal to zero it is interpreted as the log of the energy in Rydbergs. It is the linear
energy if it is positive.

This is an intensity command.

em™2] at

5.12 nuL(nu) = 43.456 [at .1824 Ryd]

This command specifies the monochromatic luminosity per octave VL, [erg s~!]. The first number is the
log of the luminosity radiated by the central object into 47 sr. It can be expressed at an arbitrary photon
energy but the default is 1 Ryd.

The optional second number is the energy (Ryd) where L, is specified. In the example above the incident
radiation field is specified at 0.1824 Ryd = 5000A. The frequency can be any within the energy band
considered by the code, presently 1.001 x 10~8 Ryd to 7.354 x 10° Ryd. If the energy is less than or equal
to zero, it is interpreted as the log of the energy in Rydbergs, and the linear energy if positive.

This is a luminosity command.

5.13 phi(H) = 12.867 [range... ]

This command specifies the log of ®(H), the surface flux of hydrogen-ionizing photons [cm~2 s~!] striking
the illuminated face of the cloud. It is defined as

QH) R, [7F

star

®(H) =

_ 2 1
ST Tl dvlem ~ s | (5.6)

and is proportional to the optical depth in excited lines, such as the Balmer lines (Ferland et al., 1979;
AGN3). The range option can be used to change the default energy range, given by the values of v; and v;.
This is an intensity command.

5.14 Q(H) =56.789 [range... ]

This is the log of the total number of ionizing photons emitted by the central object [s~']

V2 F
OH)=4n R, 7; Y qv. (5.7)
Vi \%
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The default energy range is 1 Ryd to 7.354 x 10% Ryd and the range option can be used to change the
energy bounds v; and v;. The photon flux (the number of photons per unit area of cloud surface) can be
specified with the phi(H) command?.

This is a luminosity command.

5.15 ratio -3.4 0.3645 Ryd to 147 Ryd [alphaox, log]

This specifies the intensity of a second radiation field (referred to as the current radiation field) relative to
the intensity of the previous radiation field. The ratio of the intensities 47J, (erg cm~2 s~ ! Hz™!) of the
current to the previous radiation field is given by the first number on the command line. It is assumed to be
the linear ratio unless it is less than or equal to zero, in which case it is interpreted as a log. If the keyword
log appears then the positive number is interpreted as the log of the ratio.

The second parameter is the energy in Rydbergs where the previous radiation field is evaluated and the
optional third parameter is the energy where the current radiation field is evaluated. If the second energy is
not entered then the same energy is used for both. The following is an example of using the ratio command
to simulate the spectral energy distribution of a typical quasar.

blackbody 5e4 K // the big blue bump
ionization parameter -2 // its ionization parameter
table power law //an alpha =-1 power law

// now set intensity of power law relative to bump at 1 Ryd
ratio 0.001 at 1 Ryd;

This command was introduced to provide a mechanism to specify the optical to X-ray spectral index ;.
This is defined here as in Zamorani et al. (1981), except for a difference in sign convention. Here a, is the
spectral index which would describe the continuum between 2 keV (147 Ryd) and 2500A (0.3645 Ryd) if
the continuum could be described as a single power-law, that is,

a[))(
fr(2 ke\2 _ <V2keV ) — 403.3%: (5.8
fv (2500 A) V2500 &

The definition of o, used here is slightly different from that of Zamorani et al. since implicit negative signs
are never used by CLOUDY. Typical AGN have o, ~ —1.4. If X-rays are not present then o, = 0.

The ratio command has an optional keyword, alphaox, which allows &, to be specified directly. If the
keyword appears then only one parameter is read, the value of o,,. A generic AGN spectral energy
distribution could be produced with the following,

blackbody 5e4 K // the big blue bump

ionization parameter -2

table power law // an alpha =-1 power law

ratio alphaox -1.4 // set alpha_ox of the X-ray and UV continua

Note that o, may (or may not) depend on the luminosity of the quasar, as described by Avni and
Tananbaum (1986). The solid line in their Figure 8 corresponds to

L,
0, = —1.32—0.088 x lo 59
o g <1028 ergsle_1> >3

3Before version 83 of the code the phi(H) and Q(H) commands were the same. The code decided which was
specified by checking the order of magnitude of the resulting ionization parameter. These are now two different
commands.
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where they define L, as the monochromatic optical luminosity at 2500A in the source rest frame, and we
assume Hy = 50 and qg = 0. Other fits are given by Worrall et al. (1987):

L
Oy =—1.11—-0.111 x lo ° 5.10
> g (1027 ergsle_1> (>.10)

and by Wilkes et al. (1994):

L,
Oox = —1.53—0.11 x lo ‘ . 5.11
8 < 10305 ergs—1Hz ™! ) .11

However, La Franca et al. (1995) find no dependence of ¢, on luminosity. Avni et al. (1995) find a
complicated luminosity dependence. Clearly this is an area of active research.

N.B. The net incident radiation field may have a smaller than specified ratio of current to total incident
radiation field, since the command specifies the ratio of the current to the previous incident radiation fields,
not the ratio of current to total incident radiation field. The ionization parameter will be slightly larger than
specified for the same reason.

In general, it is probably better to use the AGN command rather than this command.

This is neither a luminosity nor intensity command—the units of the previous radiation field carry over to
this command.

5.16 xi-0.1

Tarter et al. (1969) defined an ionization parameter & given by

£ = Lion _ (4m)? / O v /n(H)[erg cms™!] (5.12)
n(H)r? IR v g ’
where n(H) is the hydrogen density at the illuminated face of the cloud, r is the source - cloud separation,
and L;,, is the luminosity between 1 and 10° Ryd. The number is the log of £. Only the first two characters
on the line are checked to match xi, unlike the majority of commands where the first four characters on the
line must match.
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Chapter 6
INCIDENT RADIATION FIELD SHAPE

6.1 Overview

The spectral energy distribution (SED) of the incident radiation field should be specified between the
energies of 1.001 x 10" Ryd (A ~ 10 m) and 100 MeV = 7.354 x 10° Ryd. The low-energy region is
important for Compton cooling, photoionization from excited states of the elements, free-free heating, H™
heating, and grain heating. The high-energy portion is important for Auger and secondary ionization,
Compton heating, and pair production. Energies greater than 100 MeV are not generally important since the
Klein - Nishina electron-scattering cross section is small. CLOUDY will complain, but compute the model if
possible, if the incident radiation field is not specified over the full energy range. An intensity of zero will
be assumed for missing portions of the incident radiation field.

The plasma frequency, given by

n 2 1/2
v,,1:< eq‘f) —8.978 x 1031?71 = 2.729 x 10712 nl/? Ryd, (6.1)

Tm,

will move into the energy range considered by the code if the electron density is higher than ~ 107cm 3.

The incident radiation field below the plasma frequency is totally reflected and does not enter the slab. The
code will generate a comment if the plasma frequency occurs within the energy grid.
It is a good idea to plot the incident radiation field using the output of the save continuum command.
Most radiation fields are assumed to strike the cloud as a single-directional beam. The beam is assumed
to enter the slab normal to the surface, unless this is changed with the illumination angle command. The
background, CMB, table Drain, table HM96, table HM05, and table ISM commands all generate
continua that are isotropic.

6.2 AGNT =1.5e5 k, a(ox) =-1.4, a(uv)=-0.5 a(x)=-1

This produces a multi-component continuum similar to that observed in typical Active Galactic Nucleus
(AGN). An example is shown in Figure 6.1. The “Big Bump” component, peaking at ~ 1 Ryd, is a rising
power law with a high-energy exponential cutoff. It is parameterized by the temperature of the bump, the
first argument on the command line. It is interpreted as the log of the temperature if it is less than or equal
to 10 and the linear temperature otherwise. The second parameter is the X-ray to UV ratio ¢,,. Note that
there is no implicit negative sign in this exponent; typical AGN have ¢, ~ —1.4, (Zamorani et al., 1981).
The third (optional) argument is the low-energy slope of the Big Bump continuum, with the default

35
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Figure 6.1: The continuum produced by the AGN continuum command. The Big Bump peaks
at ~ 1 Ryd, while the X-ray power law dominates at high energies. The two components are
normalized by the second parameter, the value of a,.

a,, = —0.5 (Elvis et al., 1994; Francis, 1993). The last argument is the slope of the X-ray component with
the default o, = —1. Optional parameters can be omitted from right to left.
The full continuum is the sum of two components, as in equation 6.2:

fv=v* exp(—hv/kTgp)exp(—kTig/hV) +av*. (6.2)

The coefficient a is adjusted to produce the correct o, for the case where the Big Bump does not contribute
to the emission at 2 keV. If the bump is very hot then it may contribute to the X-rays as well and the
resulting continuum will have a more negative o, than specified. The X-ray power law is only added for
energies greater than 0.1 Ryd to prevent it from extending into the infrared, where a power law of this slope
would produce very strong free-free heating. The Big Bump component is assumed to have an infrared
exponential cutoff at kTjr = 0.01Ryd.

The last term in equation 6.2 is not extrapolated below 1.36 eV or above 100 keV. Below 1.36 eV the last
term is simply set to zero (the bump dominates for these energies). Above 100 keV the continuum is
assumed to fall off as v=2.

The exponential cutoff in the low-energy end of the Big Bump will cause the incident continuum to have
zero intensity at very long wavelengths. The code will complain since a zero incident continuum is
unphysical, but the model will be computed. You can prevent the continuum from going to zero by
including the cosmic background with the background command or with the CMB command.
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We used this command to generate the continuum used in a large atlas of BLR line intensities (Korista
et al., 1997a). The specific parameters needed to reproduce that continuum are AGN 6.00 -1.40 -0.50 -1.0.
Only Kirk Korista can remember all these numbers and the parameters were not explicitly given in the
original paper in the format used by the code. The kirk option on the AGN command will generate that
continuum. It is fairly similar to the Mathews and Ferland (1987) continuum but there is much greater
flexibility in changing its details.

6.3 Background, z=1.825, [f=100; no CMB]

This specifies a radiation field shape and intensity chosen to mimic the cosmic radio to X-ray background
(Ostriker and Ikeuchi, 1983, Ikeuchi and Ostriker, 1986, and Vedel et al., 1994). Their ultraviolet

continuum shape is an o = —1 power-law, with a mean intensity J, at 912A given by
1+2z\*
4mJy (9128) =47 x 1072 (35> flergHz 'em™2s71] (6.3)

where z is the redshift and f an optional scale factor entered as the second parameter. Its default value is
f=1,and z =0 (i.e., now) is assumed if no redshift is entered. Judging from Bechtold et al. (1987), Bajtlik
et al. (1988), and Vedel et al. (1994), f is confidently known to be within an order of magnitude of unity.

This command specifies both the shape and intensity of the incident radiation field. It is important that
any previously occurring ordered pairs of shape and intensity commands be complete before this command
is given.

Cosmic microwave background radiation is included in the generated background. This radiation field is
assumed to be a blackbody radiation field, in strict thermodynamic equilibrium, with temperature given by

Tems =T, (1+2) [K] (6.4)

where the redshift dependence is from Peebles (1971) and the present temperature of the background is
assumed to be T, = 2.725 £ 0.002K (Mather et al., 1999; Wilkinson, 1987). This background can be an
important source of Compton cooling for low-density clouds. If the optional keyword no CMB appears on
the line then the CMB background will not be included. The CMB can be specified independently with the
CMB command.

The table HM96 command uses a more sophisticated form of the energetic continuum, but only at a
redshift of z = 2. The table HM0S command works at any redshift.

This command does not add the cosmic-ray background. This should be included if the simulation is to
extend into molecular gas and is done separately with the cosmic ray command.

This radiation field is assumed to be isotropic rather than beamed.

6.4 Blackbody t=e5 K [linear, log, luminosity]

The continuum will be a blackbody with temperature (K) given by the number. The temperature may be
entered directly or as a log. The number is assumed to be a log if it is less than or equal to 10 and linear if
greater than 10. The keywords log and linear will override this default and force the interpretation of the
numbers to be either a log or linear. Embedded commas can improve readability, such as

black body, Temp = le6 K

which is equivalent to
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black 1000000
or

black body t=6

6.4.1 Blackbody,t = 1e5 K, disk = 1e3 K

This command produces a multi-color blackbody as if due to an accretion disk with inner and outer
temperatures T;, and T, as in Mitsuda et al. (1984). The temperatures can be in either order; the code will
automatically take the greater temperature as 7j,.

Neither the luminosity nor the intensity is set by this command.

6.4.2 Peter Martin’s blackbody luminosity options

The luminosity of the black body can be specified with command-line options added by P.G. Martin. If the
luminosity is specified with any of these options then it must not also be specified with another luminosity
command for this radiation field. The keywords that can appear on the line are given in the following
subsections.

6.4.3 Blackbody 5, luminosity = 38.

If the keyword luminosity appears then the second number is the log of the fotal luminosity (erg s~ ') of the
black body, 47 R?WGT;;r 4 (this number is interpreted as a log even when the keyword linear appears on the
line). This example would be a 10° K planetary nebula nucleus at the Eddington limit.

This is a luminosity command.

6.4.4 Blackbody 5, radius = 10.

The log of the radius (in cm) of the blackbody Ry, is used to set the total luminosity when the keyword
radius appears (this number is interpreted as a log even when the keyword linear appears on the line). The
total luminosity is 47 R%,arGTe‘tr - This example is also typical of a planetary nebula nucleus.

This is a luminosity command.

6.4.5 Blackbody Se4 K, energy density = S00K.

The energy density of the blackbody radiation field, expressed as the equivalent blackbody temperature 7,
in degrees Kelvin, is used to set the luminosity when the energy density keyword appears anywhere on the
line. The energy-density temperature is defined from Stefan’s law and the energy density of the radiation

field u [erg cm3): s
_(u
T, = (5) K] (6.5)

where a is the Stefan’s radiation density constant.

Both temperatures are interpreted as logs if they are less than or equal to 10 or the keyword log appears,
and linear otherwise. They will be interpreted as the linear temperature rather than as a log if the keyword
linear appears. Note that if the linear key is used then both temperatures are interpreted as linear.
Similarly, if the keyword log appears, both temperatures are interpreted as log. Note also that the cosmic
background radiation should also be included if 7, < 2.725(1 +z)K. CLOUDY will complain, but compute
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the model, if the energy density of the incident continuum corresponds to a temperature less than the
present energy-density temperature of the universe.
This is an intensity command.

6.4.6 Blackbody, t = Se4 K, STE

The keyword STE! (note that a space must appear before “STE”) with no second number is equivalent to
the energy density option with 7;, set to the color temperature of the radiation field. This is a quick way to
check that ionization and level populations go to strict thermodynamic equilibrium in the high
radiation-density limit.

This is an intensity command.

6.4.7 Blackbody, t = 1e5 K, dilution factor = -14

Here the second parameter is the dilution factor W defined as

Jy TR
W =Y ~ star 66
v 4mri’ (6.6)

where Ry, is the radius of the star and r, is the separation between the illuminated face of the cloud and the
center of the star. The approximation on the RHS assumes that Ry, < r,. The dilution factor can be
entered either directly or as a log. Any number > 0 will be interpreted as linear, while any number < 0 will
be interpreted as log. The example above is a rough approximation of the radiation field within a typical
planetary nebula.

This is an intensity command.

6.5 Bremsstrahlung, temp =38

The incident radiation field will be optically thin pure hydrogen bremsstrahlung emission. The shape is
given by
fvoc v 02 exp(—hv/kT) [ergem 2s~'Hz . (6.7)

The argument is assumed to be the log of the temperature if it is less than or equal to 10 or the keyword log
is present, and linear otherwise. The form of the continuum is approximate since a simple power-law Gaunt
factor is assumed and the emission from an optically thin gas with cosmic abundances is actually
characterized by hundreds of overlapping emission lines (see, for example, Kato, 1976).

A more realistic radiation field could be produced by combining the coronal equilibrium command with
the save transmitted continuum command to generate a continuum which can be read in with the table
read command.

6.6 CMB [redshift 1000]

This command generates a blackbody radiation field in strict thermodynamic equilibrium (that is,
T o10r = T, where T, is the energy-density temperature). The optional argument is the redshift z. If it is not

'The keyword was LTE before version 96 of the code. It was changed to STE to better reflect the fact that this
condition corresponds to strict thermodynamic equilibrium. The code will continue to accept the LTE keyword for the
foreseeable future.
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entered then z = 0 is assumed. The temperature of the blackbody is given by
Temp=T,(1+2) [K] (6.8)

where the redshift dependence is from Peebles (1971) and the present temperature of the background is
assumed to be T, = 2.725 +0.002K (Mather et al., 1999; Wilkinson, 1987). This command specifies both
the shape and intensity of the radiation field. A starting radius of 10°° cm will be assumed if no starting
radius is specified.

6.6.1 < The time option

The keyword time will follow the time-dependent recombination of an evolving universe. This is now
being developed by Ryan Porter and will be described in Porter et al. (in preparation).

6.6.2 < The density option

The keyword density will also specify the density at the redshift.

This CMB radiation field is assumed to be isotropic rather than beamed.

6.7 Extinguish column = 23, leak = 0.05, low =4 Ryd

This command will modify the shape of the incident SED by extinction due to photoelectric absorption by a
cold neutral slab with column density given by the first argument (entered as a log, cm~2). This extinction
is applied after the radiation field has been fully generated and normalized to the correct intensity. The form
of the extinction is a simple power-law fit to the absorption curves calculated by Cruddace et al. (1974).
The extinguished continuum f7, is related to the initial continuum f, by

£1(v>1Ryd) = fy {n +(1-1)exp (—6.22 X 10718y, 28 N(H)) } 6.9)

where N(H) is the total hydrogen column density (cm™2), Vrya 1s the frequency in Rydbergs, and 1) is the
leakage.

The optional second number is the fractional leakage 1 through the absorber (see Ferland and
Mushotzky, 1982). This has a default value of 0, i.e., no leakage. The leakage is interpreted as a log if it is
negative and linear otherwise. If unexpected or unphysical results occur when the extinguish command is
given then it is likely that nearly all ionizing radiation has been attenuated. A plot of the generated
continuum (with the plot continuum command) may prove interesting. The code will stop if the leakage is
greater than 1.0 (100%).

The optional third number is the lowest energy for the absorption to occur. The default is 1 Ryd and is
appropriate if the absorption is mainly due to atomic hydrogen. The number is interpreted as linear
Rydbergs if positive and the log of the energy if less than or equal to zero. The continuum with energies
below this cutoff energy will be unaffected by the absorption. The non-ionizing (hv < 1Ryd) continuum
can be extinguished by this command but extrapolating the power law to these energies is nonsense.

The second two arguments are optional and may be omitted from right to left. The cutoff energy can only
be changed if the leakage is specified.
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The command acts by first generating the continuum shape with extinction neglected. The continuum is
then normalized using any of the luminosity or intensity commands (i.e., Q(H), ionization parameter,
luminosity, etc.). Only then is the continuum extinguished. The continuum that actually strikes the
illuminated face of the cloud does not have the intensity or luminosity actually entered. (These values
would be correct were the extinction not present.) Physically, the luminosity of the central object is not
changed by the presence of an absorbing cloud along the line of sight.

This command should only be used as a quick test. A more physical way to extinguish the continuum
would be to actually transmit it through a model of the absorbing slab, save that continuum with the save
transmitted continuum command, then use this filtered continuum with the table read command.

6.7.1 Extinguish optical depth 1.2, [options]

If optical depth appears rather than column then the first number is the log of the Lyman continuum
optical depth. All other options are the same as the extinguish column command. N.B. It really is the log
of the optical depth, not the linear optical depth.

6.8 Interpolate [Vv(Ryd) or log v(Hz)], log(f,)

The shape of the incident radiation field will be interpolated from the table of points given by this
command. The interpolation uses straight lines in log-log space. Up to 130000 ordered pairs of points can
be entered. This limit is set by the variable NCELL, which also sets the size of several continuum arrays.
continue lines can be used to continue entering values after the initial interpolate line is filled.

Unlike the majority of the commands the first five characters of the command must be entered.

The numbers are ordered pairs giving the energy and intensity. The first number within each ordered pair
of points is either the energy in Rydbergs (linear or as a log) or the log of the frequency (in Hertz).
CLOUDY assumes that the log of the energy in Rydbergs was entered if the first number is negative; that the
log of the frequency (Hz) was entered if the first number is greater than 5; and linear Rydbergs otherwise.
Any of the three styles can be chosen but it must be used consistently within the command. If the first
energy is entered as zero then it is interpreted as the low-energy limit of the code. In this case the remaining
energies will be interpreted as linear Rydbergs if the second number is positive and the log of the energies
in Rydbergs if it is negative. An energy of zero Rydbergs is not allowed (except for the first), and the
energies must be in increasing order.

The second number in each ordered pair is the log of the relative flux density per unit energy interval
[log,o(Jv)+constant] at that energy. These numbers are only used to set the shape of the continuum. The
constant in the equation is set by one of the intensity or luminosity commands.

The interpolate command can be freely mixed with other shape commands and a total of up to 100
interpolate and table commands can be entered.” Note that table and interpolate are actually two forms of
the same command so that they store information in the same arrays. The total number of table and
interpolate commands entered together cannot exceed 100.

As an example, the following approximates a metal-poor 4.5e4 K stellar atmosphere. The energies are
entered in Rydbergs:

// following is 45000 K atmosphere from Shields and Searle

interpolate (0.00001 -11.106) (.58 -1.5792) (.99 -1.44) (1.01 -1.7018)
continue 1.8 -1.905) (1.81 -1.939) (2.57 -2.208) (2.59 -2.247) (3 -2.3994)
continue (3.02 -2.8193) (3.49 -2.9342) (3.51 -4.143) (3.99 -5.582)

2Limits to the use of the interpolate command existed in versions 73 and before, but have been lifted.
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continue (4.01 -6.3213) (6 -9.9) (10 -17.3) (20 -30) (le7 -30)
g(h) = 52.778151

Note that the continuum should be specified between 1.001 x 10~8 Ryd and 7.354 x 10° Ryd even if the
intensity is small. If it is not fully specified then a warning will be issued and a model computed with the
unspecified continuum set to zero. As a further note, it is important that the continuum be physically
correct. For instance, stellar model atmospheres predict almost no X-ray emission while real OB stars are
X-ray sources (although neglecting X-rays for these stars is generally a safe approximation). See page 53
below for a more detailed discussion.

6.9 Laser, frequency = 3.5 Ryd [rel width 0.02]

The intensity of the radiation field will be very small except within £5% of the specified energy where it
will be very large. The energy is specified in Rydbergs and it is interpreted as a log if it is negative. This is
provided as a way to check on the computation of the photoionization rate integrals.

The optional second number changes the relative width of the laser. The relative width is the ratio dE /E
where dE is the half width of the laser. The laser will only be active within +dE of E. The code would
return an error condition if dE is so small that the laser does not happen to be within £dFE of E as evaluated
by the code’s energy mesh. The fractional width probably should not be made smaller than roughly 0.01 but
the code does not protect against too small a value of dE.

Another way to make a laser is to save out a transmitted radiation field using the save transmitted
continuum command, edit this file, and, by hand, increase the intensity of the continuum at particular cells.
This is described where the table read command is defined.

6.10 Power law, slope =-1.4 [hi cut =6 Ryd low cut =.1, Kelvin]

N.B. IT IS VERY DANGEROUS TO USE THIS COMMAND. The radiation field will be a power law with
slope given by the first parameter. It has optional low-energy and high-energy exponential cutoffs Vp;ep cur
and V,,, ¢ in Rydbergs. The form of the continuum is

fv=v%exp (—v/vhighcu,) exp (—Viewew /V) [ergem 2s THz 1], (6.10)

The first number on the command line is the slope . Note that there is no implicit negative sign in this
exponent; typical AGN have «,, ~ —1.4, (Zamorani et al., 1981). The second (optional) number is the
high-energy cutoff Vjepcir. The third optional number is the low-energy cutoff vj,,, .. Both are expressed
in Rydbergs and they can be omitted from right to left. The default values are 10* and 10~* Ryd.

If the keyword Kelvin appears then both cutoff energies are interpreted as temperatures in Kelvin rather
than energies in Rydbergs. The temperature is a log if it is less than or equal to 10 or the keyword log
appears, and the linear temperature itself otherwise. If you do not use the keyword Kelvin, the cutoffs will
always be interpreted as linear quantities.

It is generally a very bad idea to use this command. CLOUDY treats the entire radiation field between
very low and very high energies. Extrapolating reasonable radiation fields past the optical-ultraviolet region
into radio or y-ray energies will have unexpected effects. Power-law continua with slopes smaller than —1
will have unphysically large photon occupation numbers and brightness temperatures at very long
wavelengths. This will probably produce catastrophic Compton cooling and/or free-free heating. Continua
with slopes greater than —1 will be dominated by the radiation field at energies of many MeV resulting in
large Compton heating and pair-production rates. The exponential cutoffs can prevent this but they also
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Table 6.1: Legacy SED keywords

keyword filename

table AKN120 aknl20.sed

table cooling flow cool.sed

table Crab CrabHester.sed
table Crab Davidson CrabDavidson.sed
table Rubin Rubin.sed

table XDR XDR.sed

drive the radiation field to zero intensity when either argument in the exponential becomes large. This is
unphysical and can cause numerical problems.

It is much better to use the interpolate command and enter physically reasonable low-energy and
high-energy radiation fields. There is a special version of the command, table power law for entering a
well-behaved power-law continuum.

6.11 Table SED command

The table SED command uses an external data file to derive a component of the incident radiation field.
The name of the file is given in quotation marks. For example:

table SED “cf.sed”

will search for the file cf . sed, first in the current directory, and then in the SED folder of the data
directory. The SED files described in this section can be used in this way, as can SED files you create.
Details on individual SED files included in the distribution are given below.

By default the photon energy is given in Rydbergs in the SED file. The energy or wavelength units can be
changed by including the units option and one of the units given in Section 16.43.4 on the first line of the
SED file. Both the keyword units and one of these units must appear if you wish to use other units. An
example of the use of the units option in an SED file can be seen in crab08 . sed.

The flux in the SED file is given in relative f, units. The values are not used to set the continuum
brightness, only the shape. The brightness is set with the intensity or luminosity command described in the
Chapter starting on page 27.

The primary documentation for the SED files included in the distribution is the set of files in the
data/SED directory. Consult the ReadMe . txt file to find out more about what is available.

Many of the SEDs listed in the following subsections were available in CLOUDY versions C10 and
before. To maintain backwards compatibility the keywords listed in Table 6.1, without the SED keyword,
will use the file indicated.

6.11.1 Table SED “akn12(.sed”

If the keyword akn120 appears then the continuum summarized by Peterson (private communication) is
used. The continuum is described by the observed flux at Earth [erg cm™2 s~! Hz~!] and is given in
Table 6.2.

The monochromatic luminosity at 1320 A is VL, = 1.84 x 10¥ h=2 erg s~!, where h = H,,/100 km s~
mpc !, so, setting & = 0.75, the akn120 SED could be generated by the commands

nul (nu) = 44.514 at 0.6906 Ryd
table SED "aknl20"
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Table 6.2: Akn 120 Continuum
v(Ryd) fy
1.0(=5) 1.5(—26)
1.9(—5) 1.6(—26)
3.0(—4) 1.4(-23)
2.4(-2) 8.0(-25)
0.15 1.6(—25)
0.30 1.8(—25)
0.76 7.1(—26)
2.0 7.9(=27)
76. 1.1(—28)
7.6(4+2) 7.1(=30)
7.4(4+6) 1.3(—34)

6.11.2 Table SED “cool.sed”

This generates the continuum shape described by Johnstone et al. (1992) and used in Ferland et al. (1994,
2002). It is a co-added series of Raymond-Smith collisional-equilibrium continua and was chosen to
represent the spectrum at a point within a typical cooling flow.

6.11.3 Table SED “crab08.sed’’/*crabdavidson.sed”

This generates the SED of the synchrotron-emitting regions of the Crab Nebula. This is the net observed
continuum, originating in both the pulsar and nebula, and not the pulsar continuum alone.

crab08 is the SED derived by Atoyan and Aharonian (1996) and shown in Hester (2008) is used. If
crabdavidson appears then the continuum summarized by Davidson and Fesen (1985) is used. These two
SEDs, shown in Figure 6.2, have substantial differences in the UV/FUV.

This is an intensity command.

According to Davidson and Fesen (1985), the total luminosity of the Crab is L;,; = 10°%1* ergs~!. The
Crab SED could be generated by combining the commands

luminosity (total) 38.14
table SED "crabdavidson"

6.11.4 Table SED “pll.sed”

This produces an f, o< v~! power-law continuum across the full spectral range considered by the code. This
should only be used for testing since it may produce unphysically bright radio or y-ray emission. See the
discussion of the power law command on page 42 for more details, and a safe way to get a power-law
continuum.

6.11.5 Table SED “rubin.sed”

Nearly all attempts at modeling the Orion Nebula have found that theoretical stellar atmospheres do not
produce enough flux near 4 Ryd (see, for example, Mathis, 1982, 1985; Rubin et al., 1991; Sellmaier et al.,
1996).



6.11. TABLE SED COMMAND 45

0.1

0.01

p—
e
&

-2

4nv], ergcm” s
[—
ja)
A

1
T T T T ITTT
1 1 IIIIIII

—
S
b

T T T T

Lol

10°° ,
—— Davidson 1985

——  Hester 2008

1077 6 I I |9 I I |12 I I |15 I I |18 I I |21 I I
10 10 10 10 10 10 10

v(Hz)

[\
N

Figure 6.2: The SEDs produced by the table Crab commands are compared. The red line is the
SED from Davidson and Fesen (1985) and was the default used by CLOUDY through versions C10.
The black line is the current default, derived by Atoyan and Aharonian (1996) and shown in Hester
(2008)
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Table 6.3: AGN Continuum
v(Ryd) log (Fy) slope

1.00(-5) —3.388 +2.50
9.12(-3) 4.0115 —1.00
0.206 2.6576 —0.50

1.743 2.194 —1.00
4.130 1.819 -3.00
26.84 —-0.6192 —-0.70
7.35(+3) —2.326 —1.67
7.40(+6) —7.34 —1.12

Bob Rubin has modified the emergent radiation field from one of the Kurucz (1979) models to better
account for the presence of high-ionization lines in the Orion Nebula. This modified SED can be accessed
with the table SED “rubin” command. The continuum started life as a logg = 4, T, sy = 37,000 K Kurucz
model, but the flux between 41 eV and 54 eV was raised by a factor of 11 to reproduce the [Ne III] optical
and IR lines.

6.11.6 Table SED ‘xdr.sed”

This generates the X-ray SED described in Maloney et al. (1996),

£ —07
fv=fox <100keV> [ergem 25! Hz 1], (6.11)

over the energy range 1 — 100 keV. The radiation field has negligible intensity outside this range.

6.12 Other Table commands

6.12.1 Overview

Any of several radiation field shapes that are stored as a permanent part of the code can be entered with this
command. This is a special version of the interpolate command. The same interpolation on a table of input
frequencies and fluxes described there is done. The table command can be freely mixed with other shape
commands and a total of up to 100 table and interpolate commands can be entered.

6.12.2 Table AGN

If the keyword AGN appears (note the presence of a leading space) then a continuum similar to that
deduced by Mathews and Ferland (1987) will be used. The continuum is meant to be similar to typical radio
quiet active galaxies. The points used to describe this continuum are given in Table 6.3.

This radiation field differs from the Mathews and Ferland (1987) SED only in that the continuum is
assumed to have a sub-millimeter break at 10 microns. For wavelengths longer than 10 microns the
continuum is assumed to have a slope f, o v*27, appropriate for a self-absorbed synchrotron continuum
(Rybicki and Lightman, 1979). Note that this represents a typical observed continuum, and may not be
directly related to the continuum actually striking BLR gas (Korista et al., 1997b).
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The energy of the sub-millimeter break is not well determined observationally but has a major impact on
high density, high ionization parameter models, as discussed by Ferland and Persson (1989), Ferland et al.
(1992), and Ferland (1999a). The energy of the infrared break can be adjusted with the break keyword. The
break can be adjusted between the limits of 0.2 Rydberg and 1.001 x 10~8 Ryd by entering the keyword
break followed by a number specifying the energy of the break. The number is interpreted as the log of the
energy in Rydbergs if it is negative and as linear Rydbergs if positive. It is interpreted as the linear
wavelength of the break in microns if the keyword microns also appears. If no number appears, but the
keywords no break does, then a break at the low-energy limit of the code (1.001 x 1078 Ryd) is assumed.
The following shows equivalent ways of generating a continuum with a break at 10 microns;

table AGN break .00912 // energy in Ryd

table AGN break -2.04 // log of energy in Ryd
table AGN break 10 microns // wavelength in microns
table AGN no break // no sub-millimeter break

Note that the nature of the SED in AGN is still an open question. The shape given here is very simplistic
and quite uncertain in the ionizing ultraviolet. Moreover, it would not be surprising if the BLR sees a far
different continuum than we do. This shape may not be correct for low redshift Seyfert galaxies (Binette
et al., 1989; Clavel and Santos-Lleo, 1990) and direct observations of high-redshift quasars suggest a far
softer continuum than this (Zheng et al., 1997; Korista et al., 1997b). It is probably best to only use this
shape in exploratory situations and generate a specific AGN radiation field using either the ratio or AGN
commands.

6.12.3 Table Draine [factor=1.7]

This enters the galactic background radiation field given by equation 23 of Draine and Bertoldi (1996). The
radiation field is only defined over a very narrow wavelength range so it is only appropriate for certain very
simple PDR calculations. It is shown in Figure 6.3 along with the radiation field produced by the table ism
command. This command specifies both the shape and intensity of the continuum.

The optional scale factor changes the intensity of the continuum. By default it is a linear scale factor but
the keyword log changes this.

This radiation field is defined up to an energy very close to 1 Rydberg. It may spill over into the
hydrogen-ionizing continuum for certain choices of the continuum-bin resolution. Add the extinguish
command to insure that H-ionizing radiation is extinguished if this is needed. The code will print a
comment is this is not done.

This continuum should only be used for restricted tests since the vast majority of the electromagnetic
spectrum is undefined. It was created to compute the Leiden PDR test cases (the pdr_leiden*
simulations in the test suite) and the paper by Rollig et al. (2007).

This radiation field is isotropic. This is an intensity command.

6.12.4 Table HM96 [factor=-1]

This enters the Haardt and Madau (1996) background continuum for a redshift of z = 2.16. This is the
original form of the command and is maintained for reference. The cosmic microwave background is not
included - use the CMB command to add this component. Note that this table specifies both the shape and
intensity of the radiation field. There is an optional multiplicative scale factor to change the intensity. If the
scale factor is less than or equal to zero then it is interpreted as the log of the scale factor.

This radiation field is isotropic. This is an intensity command.
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Figure 6.3: The SED produced by the table ISM command is the lighter line. The infrared cirrus is
the peak at A ~ 100 um and starlight dominates at shorter wavelengths. The points just shortward
of the Lyman limit (0.0912um) are interpolated—actually it is thought that interstellar extinction
removes most of this continuum. The dashed line shows the interpolated SED and the solid line
shows the effects of absorption introduced by adding the extinguish command. The heavy red line

is the table Draine continuum.
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Table 6.4: ISM Radiation Field
log(v) logvf, logv logvVfy,
9.00 —-793 14.14 -2.30
10.72  —-296 1438 —1.79
11.00 —-247 1463 —1.79
1123 —-2.09 1493 -2.34
1147 -2.11 15.08 —-2.72
11.55 —2.34 1536 —-2.55
11.85 —-3.66 1554 —-2.62
1226 —2.72 1625 —5.68
1254 —-245 17.09 —-6.45
12.71 =257 18.00 —6.30
13.10 —-3.85 23.00 —11.30
13.64 —3.34

6.12.5 Table HMOS redshift 2.21 [quasar; factor=-1]

This enters the Haardt & Madau (2005 private communication) radiation field at any redshift 0 <z < 8.9. It
interpolates on tables kindly provided by Francesco Haardt. There are two forms of the radiation field - the
default includes both quasars and galaxies. If the keyword quasar occurs then a radiation field considering
only quasars is used. The cosmic microwave background is not included - use the CMB command to add
this component. Note that this table specifies both the shape and intensity of the radiation field. There is an
optional multiplicative scale factor to change the intensity. If the scale factor is less than or equal to zero
then it is interpreted as the log of the scale factor.

The radiation field is isotropic. This is an intensity command.

6.12.6 Table ism [factor = 0.7]

The local interstellar radiation field is generated with the keyword ism. This uses Figure 2 of Black (1987)
to represent the unextinguished local interstellar radiation field (see Figure 6.3). This command specifies
both the shape and luminosity of the radiation field. The continuum generated by CLOUDY is exactly that
given by Black except that the radiation field between 1 and 4 Ryd is interpolated from the observed or
inferred values. Actually it is thought that this part of the radiation field is heavily absorbed by gas in the
ISM so that little 1 to 4 Ryd radiation exists, at least in the galactic plane. Such absorption can be
introduced with the extinguish command.

The table ism command also specifies the intensity of the incident radiation field since this is directly
observed. There is an optional scale factor to change the intensity of the entire radiation field. It is the log
of the scale factor if less than or equal to zero and the scale factor itself if positive. The actual numbers used
by CLOUDY to interpolate on Black’s table are given in Table 6.4. The frequencies are in Hz, and the
product v £, in erg cm~2 s~

This does not include the cosmic microwave background. Use the CMB command to add this
component.

The actual ISM radiation field incident on a typical region in the galactic plane could be generated by:

table ISM
CMB
extinguish column = 22 leak=0
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Table 6.5: Power Law Continuum
v(Ryd) slope
1.00(-8) +42.50
9.115(-3) —1.00
3676. —2.
7.40(+6) —

This radiation field is isotropic. This is an intensity command.

6.12.7 Table power law [spectral index -1.4, low =.01, hi =20]

This produces a power-law continuum that is well behaved at both the high and low energy ends. The
default shape, assumed when no numbers occur on the command line, is the form f, < v*. Here o = —1
for the spectral midrange between 10 microns and 50 keV, and the continuum has slopes f, o< v3/2 at lower
energies (appropriate for self-absorbed synchrotron, eq 6.54, p.190, Rybicki and Lightman, 1979) and

fv o< v~2 at higher energies. Note that much of the X-ray literature will use an implicit negative sign in
defining the energy index, as in equation 13.2 of AGN3. CLOUDY never uses implicit negative signs so a
typical AGN will have an energy index of roughly —1.5. Table 6.5 summarizes the continuum that is
produced by this command if no other parameters are specified.

Three optional numbers may appear on the command line. The first number sets the slope of the
mid-range spectral component (infrared to X-ray) and has a default of -1 (f, o< v_'). The next two numbers
adjust the energy limits of the mid-range spectral component. Their default units are Rydbergs but the
keyword microns will change the units to microns for the first energy only. The second number is the
energy (in Rydbergs) of the infrared break. The default is 0.009115 Ryd (10 microns). If this second
number is zero then the low energy limit to the continuum (1.001 x 10~8 Ryd) will be used. The number is
interpreted as the log of the energy in Rydbergs if it is negative and linear otherwise. Note that, with no
infrared break, free-free heating will probably be significant for denser clouds. A power-law continuum
with a low energy break at 1 micron would minimize this heating and could be generated with the command

// a power—-law with index -1 and 1 micron break
table power law slope -1, 1 micron break

The following uses the default power law

// another example, a power-law with index -1
// and 10 micron break, (the default)
table power law slope -1

The third optional number is the energy (in Rydbergs) of the break in the X-ray continuum. The default
is 50 keV and if it is zero then the high-energy limit of the continuum (7.354 x 10° Ryd) is used. The
number is interpreted as a log if the energy of the infrared break is entered as a log and linear otherwise.
The numbers may be omitted from right to left.

6.12.8 Table read *’contin.txt”

This reads in the radiation field predicted from a previous CLOUDY calculation. The name of the file
containing the spectrum predicted from the first calculation continuum must be enclosed in a pair of double
quotes. The first calculation saves the radiation transmitted through a cloud with the save transmitted
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continuum command described on page 176. Subsequent calculations use the table read command to
include this field.

The transmitted spectrum of the first model will include all transmitted radiation, including line
emission, and will write that out as a single spectral energy distribution. When the second model reads that
in, it will have no knowledge of what was what in the first model. It will treat it as an incident SED without
further specifics. So the [O 111] 5007 flux reported by the second model will be that produced by the second
model only, but the 5007 photons from the first model will included “anonymously” in the incident SED.

The save transmitted continuum command produces a file containing the frequency in Rydbergs and
the transmitted continuum Vv f,, [erg cm~2 s7!]. This continuum is the sum of the attenuated incident
continuum and the fraction of the cloud’s diffuse emission that is transmitted in the outward direction. The
first lines of the file contain header information and must not be deleted.

CLOUDY checks that the photon energies contained in the save transmitted continuum file are exactly
that same as the photon energies used in the code’s internal arrays. This is because the contents of the files
are simply placed into these arrays with no interpolation. You should not try to change the photon energies.

The keyword last must appear on the save transmitted continuum command if more than one iteration
is done. If it does not then the radiation field predicted in each iteration will be saved and the code will
become confused when it tries to read the file.

The table read command can be freely mixed with all of the other radiation field shape commands. Any
number of table read commands can be entered.> The save continuum file must have been produced by
the same version of CLOUDY.

This command does not set the intensity of the radiation field. This must be done with any of the
intensity or luminosity commands.

The following gives an example of first creating a file containing the transmitted radiation field then
using this file as the incident radiation field in a second calculation.

title this finds transmitted continuum due to warm absorber
hden 9

ionization parameter 1

stop effective column density 21

table AGN

iterate

save transmitted continuum file = "absorber.txt" last

Now use this continuum in a second calculation:

table read file = "absorber.txt"
luminosity 45

radius 18

hden 9

6.13 Table stars command

Several sets of emergent SEDs from stellar atmosphere calculations are accessible. The command has
several sub-keywords that indicate which set of atmospheres to use.

Figure 6.4 compares predictions for five of the Se4 K SEDs that are available. These include a blackbody
and atmospheres computed by Mihalas (1972), Kurucz (1979), Kurucz (1991) and Rauch (2003). All were
normalized to have the same total luminosity (103 erg s=!) observed from a distance of 10'® cm. Note the
order of magnitude dispersion among the continua for energies around 4 Ryd.

30nly one table read command could be entered in versions 90 and before.
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Figure 6.4: This figure shows the emergent radiation field predicted by five Se4 K stars included
with the code. The smoothest is the blackbody, and the Kurucz (1991) and Rauch (1997) atmo-
spheres show the most structure. stars
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These commands specify only the continuum shape. It is still necessary to specify a luminosity. Tout
et al. (1996) provide convenient fitting formulae giving zero age main sequence luminosities as functions of
stellar mass and metallicity.

Danger! Many forms of the table stars commands accept the log keyword to indicate that the log of the
stellar temperature is entered. Many also accept the surface gravity, normally referred to as “log g”, as a
second parameter. The “log” in “log g” would cause the temperature to be interpreted as the log of the
temperature. Either do not enter the string “log g”, or write it as “logg” or “log(g)”.

6.13.1 Opverview of available stellar SEDs

In versions C06.02 and before the stellar continua were entered into the code on a case by case basis. New
continua could only be introduced by writing new code. Beginning in C07.02 Peter van Hoof developed a
unified treatment so that any continuum could be used by putting it into a standard format. This is far more
flexible and allows more continua to be entered.

All grids have a range of surface temperature (or age in the case of stellar population synthesis models)
and many also include a range of surface gravity or metallicity. The table star command will interpolate on
these tables to calculate an SED with the specified parameters. More information on the various grids that
are supported can be found on our web site http://wiki.nublado.org/wiki/StellarAtmospheres.

To list all the grids that have already been compiled on your system, you can use the table star available
command. This will list all the standard grids that were installed from the webpage above (including their
parameters), but not the custom grids that you created yourself. Note that this command will only list valid
binary files that can be used in the current setup of the code. This implies that if the binary files were
compiled with a set continuum resolution command, then this command needs to be repeated in front of
the table star available command in order to see the binary files.

To list all the SEDs that are contained in a single compiled stellar atmosphere grid, you can use the table
star <grid> list command. For more details see our webpage listed above.

6.13.2 High-energy component

Theoretical stellar atmospheres emit little energy above 4 Ryd while real OB stars are X-ray sources.
Sciortino et al. (1990) find a correlation between the X-ray and bolometric luminosities which can be
fitted by

log (Ly) = 1.08 (++0.06/ — 0.22) log (Lyo;) — 9.38 (+2.32/ — 0.83) . (6.12)

The X-ray luminosity is typically ~ 6.4 dex fainter than the bolometric luminosity. A source temperature of
0.5 keV is quoted by Sciortino et al. This X-ray component must be explicitly added as an independent part
of the incident radiation field. Tests show that the high-energy light has little effect on conditions in the H II
region but does affect the ionization in the surrounding PDR.

6.13.3 Starburst99 files

It is possible to read in predictions from Starburst99 (Leitherer et al., 1999).* The Starburst99 SEDs are
unified with the stellar atmosphere treatment. See our web site
http://wiki.nublado.org/wiki/StellarAtmospheres and Appendix B.2 below for more details.

“The table starburst command, which existed for this purpose in versions through C07, has been replaced with
this table stars command.
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The procedure is to create your Starburst99 calculation on their web site (we tested the version at STScl).
Store the Starburst99 output file “*.spectrum1” as a file with a “. stb99” or “. stb” extension. Compile it
as in the following example

compile star "some_file.stb99"

You can optionally include the keyword stellar or nebular if you want to use only the stellar or the nebular
component of the interstellar radiation field (these are the fourth and fifth column of the Starburst99
calculation, respectively). The default is to use the total spectrum, which is the sum of the stellar and
nebular component. This would be the equivalent of including the emission from nearby star forming
regions in your calculation. If you don’t want that, you can use the stellar component only, as in the
following example

compile star "some_file.stb99" stellar

The above commands will produce files some_file.ascii and some_file.mod, which can then be
used in the table stars command:

table star "some_file.mod" age=6e7 years

The number on the table star command is age of the starburst. It has the same units as the ages given in
the Starburst99 data file and is normally given in years. It is interpreted as a log if < 10 or if the keyword
log appears, and as the linear age if > 10 or if the keyword linear appears.

It is critical that the original Starburst99 file not be changed in any way at all. Doing so will trick the
code into generating bogus results. In any case, it is a good idea to make a plot of the generated radiation
field, using column 1 and 2 of the output from the save continuum command, to confirm that it is correct.

Starting with the C10 release it is possible to combine several Starburst99 runs with different
metallicities into a single 2-dimensional grid. This allows interpolation in both age and logZ. This has to be
done by compiling each of the Starburst99 runs as described above and then manually merging the
“.ascii” files into a single “.ascii” file. Appendix B.2 gives details how the merged file should be
formatted. An example of a merged file is available on the StellarAtmospheres page of the Cloudy wiki
linked at the start of this subsection. The resulting file should then be compiled using

compile star "merged_file.ascii"
and used as follows

table star "merged_file.mod" age=6.7 log(Z)=-1.2

6.13.4 PopStar grids

You can convert PopStar grids into ““. ascii” files so that they can be compiled and used in CLOUDY. You
can either use a single PopStar grid, allowing interpolation in age, or combine several PopStar grids for the

same initial mass function but different metallicities allowing interpolation in age as well as log Z. Detailed
instructions can be found on wiki.nublado.org/wiki/StellarAtmospheres.
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Chapter 7
CHEMICAL COMPOSITION

7.1 Overview

The default solar composition is summarized in Table 7.1. C and O abundances come from photospheric
abundances of Allende Prieto et al. (2002, 2001), while N, Ne, Mg, Si, and Fe are from Holweger (2001).
The helium abundance is a typical value for nebulae with near-solar compositions. The remainder of the
first thirty elements comes from Grevesse and Sauval (1998). Meteoritic and photospheric abundances
agree for most elements. They differ by significant amounts for P, S, Cl, and Mn. These are fairly volatile
elements so may be deficient in meteorites. For these four the means of the meteoritic and photospheric
abundances were used. The default solar abundances are stored in the file
data/abundances/default.abn and can be changed by altering or overwriting that file.

These default abundances are maintained for backwards compatibility. The abundances GASS
command described in section 7.2 will use values from Grevesse et al. (2010).

Abundances are always specified by number relative to hydrogen, not by mass or relative to silicon.
Abundances are relative to the total hydrogen density, the sum of H in atomic, ionic, and molecular form.
These are gas-phase abundances and do not include material locked into grains. The composition will be
printed in the header information that starts the printout. You should check this to confirm that the right
composition is used.

The following sections describe how to modify the chemical composition.

7.2 Absolute abundances and scale factors

Abundances can be specified as either absolute abundances or as scale factors. An absolute abundance
gives the abundance of an element relative to hydrogen. An example might be n(0)/n(H) =4 x 107%. A
relative abundance is given relative to another value. An example might be the abundance relative to the
solar value, n(O)/n(H) =4 x [n(O)/n(H)|e.

7.3 Precedence
There are many ways to specify an abundance. It is even possible to specify different abundances for the

same element in the same input script. If the absolute abundance is specified with more than one command
then the last abundance is used. If the abundance is specified by both its absolute abundance and by a scale

55
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Table 7.1: Default Solar Composition

A 12+log log n/n(H) ref

1 H Hydrogen 12.00 0.00 1.00E+00 GS98
2 He Helium 11.00 —1.00 1.00E-01 text

3 Li Lithium 3.31 —8.69  2.04E-09 GS98
4 Be Beryllium 142 —10.58 2.63E-11  GS98
5 B Boron 2.79 -9.21 6.17E—-10 GS98
6 C  Carbon 8.39 —3.61 245E-04 APO2
7 N  Nitrogen 7.93 —4.07 8.51E-05 HO1
8 O Oxygen 8.69 —3.31 4.90E-04 APO1
9 F  Fluorine 4.48 —7.52  3.02E-08 GS09
10 Ne Neon 8.00 —4.00 1.00E-04 HO1
11 Na Sodium 6.33 —5.67 2.14E-06  GS98
12 Mg Magnesium 7.54 —4.46 347E-05 HO1
13 Al  Aluminium 6.47 —5.53  295E-06 GS98
14 Si  Silicon 7.54 —4.46 347E-05 HO1
15 P Phosphorus 5.51 —6.50 3.20E-07 GS98*
16 S Sulphur 7.27 —4.74  1.84E-05 GS98*
17 Cl  Chlorine 5.28 —6.72  1.91E-07 GS98
18 Ar Argon 6.40 —-5.60 2.51E-06 GS98
19 K  Potassium  5.12 —6.88  1.32E-07 GS98
20 Ca Calcicum 6.36 —5.64 2.20E-06 GS98
21 Sc  Scandium  3.17 —8.83  1.48E-09 GS98
22 Ti  Titanium 5.02 —6.98 1.05E-07 GS98
23 'V Vanadium  4.00 —8.00  1.00E-08  GS98
24 Cr Chromium 5.67 —6.33  4.68E-07 GS98
25 Mn Manganese 5.46 —6.54 2.88E-07 GS98*
26 Fe Iron 7.45 —4.55 2.82E-05 HO1
27 Co Cobalt 4.92 —7.08 8.32E-08 GS98
28 Ni  Nickel 6.25 —-5.75 1.78E-06  GS98
29 Cu Copper 4.21 —=7.79 1.62E-08  GS98
30 Zn Zinc 4.60 —7.40 3.98E-08 GS98

References: GS98: Grevesse and Sauval (1998), GS98* - mean of photospheric and meteoritic,
HO1: Holweger (2001), APO1, AP0O2 Allende Prieto et al. (2001, 2002).
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factor then both are used. Either of the following will multiply the default H 11 region nitrogen abundance
by a factor of two:

abundances H II region
element scale factor nitrogen 2

or

element scale factor nitrogen 2
abundances H II region

The element scale factor option applies a scale factor while the element abundance option sets an
absolute abundance. The abundances H 11 region command uses one of the absolute abundance mixtures
that are stored by the code. This command enters the gas-phase abundances of all 30 elements and also
includes interstellar grains. The element command changes some details about a particular element.

In the following example both commands set absolute abundances so the first nitrogen abundance will
have no effect and the final nitrogen abundance will be the default H 11 region abundance

element abundance nitrogen -4.7
abundances H II region

In the following only the second nitrogen scale factor has any effect since the second scale factor overwrites
the first:

element scale factor nitrogen 3
element scale factor nitrogen 2
abundances H II region

The result will be H 11 region abundances with nitrogen having twice its normal value. Similarly, the
combination

element abundance nitrogen -4
element scale factor nitrogen 2

in either order would result in 7(N) /n(H) = 2 x 10~* since the first command sets an absolute abundance of
10~* and the second command doubles this.

The chemical composition is printed at the start of the calculation. Be sure to confirm that the
composition has been entered correctly.

7.4 Abundances he c...

The abundances of all elements can be entered with the command abundances followed by: a) a complete
set of abundances, b) the keyword all and a single number to set all of the abundances, or ¢) a second
keyword to select one of the stored abundance sets.

7.4.1 Arbitrary abundances

The abundances command can be used to specify the abundances of all elements as a series of numbers.
The elements must be in exactly the same order as indicated in Table 7.1 unless the order is altered with the
elements read command. Abundances for all active elements must be specified. Elements can be turned off
with the elements off command. The composition can be specified on several lines with continue lines
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following the initial abundances line. Abundances of zero are not allowed; CLOUDY will stop if they are
entered.

N.B. In the following examples the name of an element is written before its abundance. This is only for
readability. The code makes no attempt to read the symbols. The numeric abundances must appear in the
same order expected by the code.

The best way to enter abundances is as absolute abundances, as in the following example

abundances he =-1 1i =-9 be =-11 b =-9 ¢ =-4.3 n =-5 o0 =-2.3
continue f =-7 ne =-1.2 na =-3 mg =-8

continue al =-8 si =-8 p =—6 s =-8 cl =-9 ar =-8 k =-6
continue ca =-8 sc =-9 ti =-7 v =-8 cr =-6.3 mn =-6 fe =-8
continue co =-9 ni =-8 cu ==7 zn =-7

The abundances can also be entered as a set of scale factors indicating the desired abundances relative to the
current set absolute abundance. These will be solar by default. The following example doubles the oxygen
abundance and lowers the iron abundance

abundances he =1 1i =1 be =1 b =1 ¢ =1 n =1 o =2

continue f =1 ne =1 na =1 mg =1

continue al =1 si =1 p =1s =1¢cl =1 ar =1 %k =1

continue ca =1 sc =1 ti =1 v =1 cr =1 mn =1 fe =0.0000001
//deplete iron

continue co =1 ni =1 cu =1 zn =1;

It is better to specify absolute abundances since the default solar composition changes from time to time.

The code checks the sign of all of the entered abundances to decide which style was entered. The
numbers are interpreted as linear scale factors if all are positive, and as logs of the abundance relative to
hydrogen if any are negative.

7.4.2 Setting all at once

If the keyword all appears and exactly one number is entered then all of the elements heavier than hydrogen
are given this absolute abundance. The number is the log of the abundance if it is less than or equal to zero
and the abundance itself if it is positive. Either of the following commands will give all elements between
and including helium and zinc an absolute abundance of 10~'° by number relative to hydrogen:

abundances all -10
abundances all 1le-10

The metals command will set abundances of all elements heavier than helium.

7.4.3 Abundance ‘“filename.abn” — using tables of abundances

A set of abundances stored in an external file are used if there are no numbers on the abundances command
but a file name occurs in quotation marks. Table 7.2 lists the abundance sets that are included in the
distribution. When a file is specified the program first checks the local directory and then
data/abundances. The following gives some examples:

abundances "cameron.abn"
abundances "HII.abn" no grains
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Table 7.2: Stored Abundance Sets

Keyword

Filename

Description

grains?

CAMEron
PRIMordial
CRAB

NOVA

H 11, ORIOn

AGB, PLANetary

ISM

OLD SOLAR 84

GASS

default.abn
Cameron.abn
primordial.abn
crab.abn

nova.abn

hii.abn

pn.abn

ism.abn

solar84.abn

solar_GASS10.abn

The default abundances

These are from Cameron (1982).

The primordial abundances.

These are from model M1, Table 3, of
Pequignot and Dennefeld (1983).
These are roughly those derived by Fer-
land and Shields (1978)

The H 11 region abundances are the
mean of the Orion Nebula abundances
given in three studies.

These abundances are from Aller and
Czyzak (1983) and Khromov (1989),
with high depletions assumed for ele-
ments they do not list.

The gas-phase abundances are an aver-
age for the warm and cold phases of the
interstellar medium.

The composition will be the solar
used in versions 84 - 94 of the code.
These are defined in Table 7.3 and
were taken from the meteoritic abun-
dances of Grevesse and Anders (1989)
with extensions by Grevesse and Noels
(1993). All three of the keywords old
solar 84 must appear.

will use solar abundances from
Grevesse et al. (2010). The abun-
dances are listed in Table 7.4 .

no
no
no
no

no

Orion

ISM

ISM

no

no
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The keyword given in the first column of Table 7.2 can be used rather than the filename. This maintains
compatibility with versions C10 and before.

Some of the stored abundance sets include grains, as indicated in Table 7.2. The no grains and no
QHeat options are recognized, as described on the grains command (see page 70). For instance, ISM
abundances but Orion grains would be specified with the combination

grains Orion
abundances "ISM.abn" no grains

Because of the ability to use keywords, this is equivalent to

grains Orion
abundances ISM no grains

The abundances files contain lines giving the name of an element and its abundance relative to hydrogen.
Hydrogen may be in specified, or may not be. If the abundance of hydrogen is given and is not equal to
unity the code will rescale the abundances by the entered value for hydrogen. If hydrogen is not specified it
is assumed to have an abundance of 1.

All elements heavier than hydrogen are turned off before the abundance files are read. An element is
turned on if it appears in the file. If an element is not included in the file it will not be included in the
calculation.

The abundances command has a print option to report grain types and abundances entered for each
active element.

7.4.4 Older solar abundances

The default solar abundances are stored in the file data/abundances/solar.abn and can be changed
by altering or overwriting that file.

The keyword old solar 84 uses the solar composition used in versions 84 - 94 of the code. These are
defined in Table 7.3 and were taken from the meteoritic abundances of Grevesse and Anders (1989) with
extensions by Grevesse and Noels (1993). The keyword Cameron uses the Cameron (1982) abundances.
These are maintained for historical reasons.

7.4.5 Grains, gas-phase depletions, and quantum heating

Certain elements, especially Si, Ca, Al, Mg, and Fe, are heavily depleted onto grains in the ISM. Kingdon
et al. (1995b) discuss the observational effects of grains upon an H II region. The abundance sets specified
by the h ii region, ISM, or planetary nebula keywords will include grains and the gas-phase mixtures
given in Table 7.2. The bottom line of the table lists the type of grains that are included by default. These
types are defined in the section on grains starting on page 70.

Grains can also be specified separately with the grains command. If you use the grains command to
specify another type of grains then you should include the keyword no grains on the abundances line to
prevent the default grains from also being used.

If you set the keyword no grains to not include the default grains and do not specify another set of grains
with the grains command then grains will not be included in the calculation but the depleted gas-phase
abundances will still be used.! This is, of course, not self-consistent.

n versions 77 and before, the abundances of depleted elements were set to solar values when no grains was set.
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Table 7.3: Old Solar Composition, default in versions C84 - C94

Solar

1 H  Hydrogen 1 0.00 12.00
2 He Helium 0.1 —1.00 11.00
3 Li Lithium 2.04E-09 -8.69 3.31
4 Be Beryllium 2.63E-11 —10.58 1.42
5 B Boron 7.59E-10 —9.12  2.88
6 C  Carbon 3.55E-04 —-3.45 8.55
7 N  Nitrogen 9.33E-05 —-4.03 797
8 O Oxygen 7.41E-04 -3.13 8.87
9 F Fluorine 3.02E-08 —7.52 4.48
10 Ne Neon 1.17E-04 —-3.93 8.07
11 Na Sodium 2.06E-06 —5.69 6.31
12 Mg Magnesium 3.80E-05 —4.42 7.58
13 Al Aluminium 2.95E-06 —-5.53 6.47
14 Si  Silicon 3.55E-05 —4.44 7.55
15 P Phosphorus  3.73E-07 —-6.43  5.57
16 S Sulphur 1.62E-05 —4.79 7.21
17 Cl  Chlorine 1.88E-07 —6.73 5.27
18 Ar Argon 398E-06 —5.40 6.60
19 K  Potassium  1.35E-07 —6.87 5.13
20 Ca Calcicum 2.29E-06 —-5.64 6.36
21 Sc  Scandium  1.58E-09 —-8.80 3.20
22 Ti  Titanium 1.10E-07 —6.96 5.04
23 'V Vanadium  1.05E-08 —-7.98 4.02
24 Cr Chromium 4.84E-07 —6.32 5.68
25 Mn Manganese 3.42E-07 —647 5.53
26 Fe Iron 3.24E-05 —-449 751
27 Co Cobalt 8.32E-08 —7.08 4.92
28 Ni  Nickel 1.76E-06 —5.75 6.25
29 Cu Copper 1.87E-08 —7.73 4.27
30 Zn Zinc 4.52E-08 —7.34 4.66
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Table 7.4: 2010 Solar Composition , keyword GASS

Solar

1 H 1 0 12
2 He 8.51E-02 -1.07 10.93
3 Li  1.12E-11 -10.95 1.05
4 Be 240E-11 -10.62 1.38
5 B 5.01E-10 -9.3 2.7
6 C 2.69E-04 -3.57 8.43
7 N 6.76E-05 -4.17 7.83
8 O 490E-04 -331 8.69
9 F 3.63E-08 -7.44 4.56
10 Ne 8.51E-05 -4.07 7.93
11 Na 1.74E-06 -5.76 6.24
12 Mg 398E-05 -4.4 7.6
13 Al 2.82E-06 -5.55 6.45
14 Si  324E-05 -449 751
15 P 2.57E-07 -6.59 541
16 S 1.32E-05 -4.88 7.12
17 ClI 3.16E-07 -6.5 5.5
18 Ar 2.51E-06 -5.6 6.4
19 K 1.07E-07 -697 5.03
20 Ca 2.19E-06 -5.66 6.34
21 Sc¢ 141E-09 -885 3.15
22 Ti  891E-08 -7.05 4.95
23 'V 8.51E-09 -8.07 393
24 Cr 4.37E-07 -6.36 5.64
25 Mn 2.69E-07 -6.57 5.43
26 Fe 3.16E-05 -4.5 7.5
27 Co 9.77E-08 -7.01 4.99
28 Ni 1.66E-06 -5.78 6.22
29 Cu 1.55E-08 -7.81 4.19

w
-
N
=}

3.63E-08 -7.44 4.56
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Quantum or single-photon heating will be considered for all grain species where it will be important.
Quantum heating only affects the Wien tail of the grain thermal-emission spectrum. The no gheat option
on the abundances command will disable quantum heating.

Figure 7.1 compares the continuum predicted in the test case grains_gheat, a part of the code’s test
suite. Quantum heating is normally included and the no gheat option was used to disable it to make this
comparison.

7.4.6 Interactions between the abundances and grains commands

It is possible to include grain species with both the abundances command, described here, and with the
grains command. For simplicity you should only set the grain abundances only once. If you specify the
same grains more than one time you are asking for trouble. The rules for how these commands interact are
described elsewhere.

You should check that you have the expected grain abundances by looking at the list of grain abundances
given at the start of the calculation and at the value of Ay /Ny given at the end.

7.5 Abundances starburst, Z=10

This form of the abundances command interpolates on Fred Hamann’s grid of abundances for an evolving
starburst in a massive galactic core. The chemical evolution model is more fully described by Hamann and
Ferland (1993). This grid is model M5a of that paper. It uses a star formation rate and infall timescales very
close to, but slightly faster than, the “standard” elliptical model (see also Arimoto and Yoshii, 1987;
Matteucci and Greggio, 1986; Matteucci and Tornambe, 1987; Bica, 1988). Its IMF also has a slope very
similar to, but slightly steeper than (x = 1.0 instead of 1.1), that of the standard elliptical model. The main
difference is that the IMF has a lower mass cutoff at M = 2.5M, instead of ~ 0.1M, in the standard
models. This allows the gas to reach much higher metallicities before the gas is locked up in low-mass
stellar remnants.

The metallicity of the gas relative to solar appears on the line. It is interpreted as the log of the metallicity
if it is less than or equal to zero, and the linear metallicity if positive. The keywords log or linear will force
the number to be interpreted appropriately. The limits to the range of possible metallicities are 1073Z,,, and
36Zgn-

This command works by generating scale factors that multiply the current standard abundance. This is
solar by default. The command does not derive absolute abundances. If you change the abundances with a
second abundance command then the scale factors will multiply those new abundances.

The keyword trace will print the abundances of all elements as a function of metallicity between the full
10-3Z,,, and 36Z,, limits. The code will then stop.

7.6 Abundances isotopes

Isotope fractions may be specified with this command by providing one of the keywords entered in

Table 7.5, or a filename enclosed in double-quotations. Note that all tables rely on the Rosman and Taylor
(1998) terrestrial abundances for many isotopes. For instance, Asplund et al. (2009) make use of the
“representative isotopic composition”, while Lodders (2003) opts for the “best measurement from a single
terrestrial source”. By default, the abundances of Asplund et al. (2009) are used, modified to match the
primordial D/H ratio of 1.65 x 1073 (Pettini and Bowen, 2001), and to reproduce Cloudy’s historic 13C
isotope fraction of 1/30.
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Figure 7.1: This figure shows the net emission computed by the test case grains_gheat. The
solid line includes quantum heating while the dashed line has disabled it. The emission lines have

been suppressed in this plot for clarity.

Table 7.5: Isotope Fractions Data

Keyword Filename Abundance Type Reference

aspl “Asplund09-iso.abn”  Protosolar Asplund et al. (2009)
lodders09 “Lodders09-iso.abn” Protosolar Lodders et al. (2009)
lodders03 “Lodders03-iso.abn” Solar System Lodders (2003)

rosm “Rosman98-iso.abn” Terrestrial Rosman and Taylor (1998)

“default-1so.abn”

aspl + D/H + f(13C)
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Additional isotopic data used internally include masses derived from Audi and Wapstra (1995), and spins
and magnetic mome